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New tric
sought
in 1991

New trial sought

Lawyers for the man
convicted of building the
bomb that killed a Boston
-police officer in 1991 say a

key piece of evidence was
falsified. .

Lawyer says key E
evidence is ‘bogus

By Shelley Murphy
- GLOBE STAFF

In the latest twist in a nine-year le _

in a Roslindale driveway, killing a Bos
police officer and maiming his partneg
lawyers for the man convicted of building
the bomb say akey plece of evidence us
in the case is “bogus.” @

serving a life sentence for the Oct. 28
1991, bombing that killed Jeremiah Hygy
ley and badly ix\iured Fra.ncis X Fol'

Judge Rya Zobel to grant him a new trigg
They are challenging the authenticit$

Massachusetts Avenue in Boston just 1
days before the bombing. #
The receipt helped convince jurofg
that Trenkler, who was working acrosy
the street from Radio Shack, had sent 3
friend, Thomas Shay Jr., into the stor8
for the parts he used to build the bomb 2%
Shay is serving a 12-year sentendg
after pleading guilty to planting th
homemade device beneath his fathers
car while it was parked in his Roslindal@
driveway. Hurley and Foley, members i‘j,
the Boston Police Bomb Squad, we u_'
called to the home after the elder Sha¥
reported seemg a suspxclous obJect und ex

”

Federal prg.secu, qrs yesterd -"'
scoffed at the suggestion‘that the recei -.f_'-
was fabricated, noting that it was Tand#
Corp., Radio Shack’s parent compan ‘f
that alerted investigators in 1991 that th¥ 5
Massachusetts Avenue store was among
hundreds in the Northeast that sold to e
gle switches, -
Us Attorney Donald K. Stern, wh! ]
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‘I view these claims of a bogus receipt
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with great skepticism.’ )
PAULV. KELLY ,_
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New trial sought for man
convicted in 1991 bombmg

W BOMB
Continued from Page Bl

vowed to vigorously oppose
Trenkler's request for a new trial,
said, “Trenkler received a fair trial
and is exactly where he should be
for a very long time. It’s regretta-
ble that the families of the police of-
ficers have to go through another
round of litigation and relive the
horror of a regrettable crime.”

In the motion filed Friday, at-
torney Morris Goldings, who repre-
sents Trenkler, said a lawyer for
Tandy Corp. has been unable to
validate the authenticity of the Oct.
18, 1991, receipt.

“This transaction does not ap-
pear in the records of Radio
Shack,” Goldings said. “I believe
it’s a bogus receipt.”

When asked who he believes
would have fabricated the receipt,
Goldings said, “I really don’t know,
but I want to find out.”

In an affidavit filed in court,
Robert W. Blair, associate general

counsel for Tandy Corp., conceded -

that after examining the company’s
records last September he was un-
able to match information from the
receipt with information contained
in a general journal for transactions
at the Massachusetts Avenue store
that day.

~ But in a telephone interview,
Blair said he couldn’t determine,
based on the store’s records, if the
receipt was valid because it was

possible that the store had failed to -

record all of its tz'ansactlons for that
day.

“Either it wasn’t valid, or all
transactions for that store weren’t
recorded on the general journal
which we retained,” Blair said.

Asked if it was unusual for
transactions from the Massachu-
setts Avenue store not to be record-
ed, Blair said, “We like to think that
we record everything that happens
in a store relating to a transaction.”

But Blair said the task of verify-
ing the transaction, which was done
at the request of Trenkler’s par-
ents, John and-Jo Wallace of Mil-
ton, was more difficult because
eight years had passed since the al-
leged purchases.

Attorney Paul V. Kelly, who
prosecuted Trenkler and is now in
private practice, said investigators
from the US Bureau of Alcohol, To-
bacco, and Firearms contacted offi-
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cials at Tandy Corp. in Da.Has
shortly after the bombing afbei"de-
termining that a toggle sw1tchsold
exclusively by Radio Shack was a
component in the bomb. .r, :

In response, Tandy Corp. sgnt
the bureau a computer prmtouti'in-
dicating that the toggle sw1t¢hes
had been sold at hundreds of sbores
—including the Massachusetts AYe-
nue store —in the months beforethe
trial, Kelly said. w ‘

During Trenkler’s trial, b )
Agent Dennis Leahy testified «that
he reviewed the receipts at(the
Massachusetts Avenue store: be-
cause Trenkler was working acréss
the street when the items allegedly
were purchased. Trenkler wagin-
stalling a microwave satellite at the
First Church of Christ, Smentnst

By then, Trenklerwasa suspect
because he was a friend of the youn—
ger Shay and had prevxously ad-

- mitted building a remote- control
:bomb that. exploded in Ququm
. 1986. -

A Radio Shack clerk testlﬁedat
the trial that a man fitting Shay’s
description came into the storg“l()
days before the bombing and,gur-
chased a toggle switch, batteb;es,
and other items. The clerk 1de§t1-
fied the receipt, which bor
name SAHY, b

“The suggestion that some )
falsified that receipt, I find'
fanciful,” Kelly said. “Con&dermg
the source, that this is commg pm
a desperate defendant trying
find anything to get his foot ngﬂle
door, I view these elaims of a begns
receipt with great skepticism, ”;%.

Jurors at Trenkler’s trial Were
also shown a videotaped intervigw
of Shay telling a televison reporﬁer ‘
that he had purchased comporgents
used i in the bomb at Radio Shank

But Trenkler S parents»l' t
that he has been framed, and W
note that although he has lost*gu—
merous appeals, a dlssentmg aIp-
peals court judge has wnttenxthat
Trenkler didn’t receive a fair

“They had no proof that Alﬂ‘ed
built that bomb,” said John Wal-
lace, Trenkler’s stepfather. “The
whole case was circumstantial.” |



