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LOCAL NEWS
Attorneys fight new ruling in bomb case
	


By DENNIS TATZ
The Patriot Ledger
BOSTON - The U.S. Attorney’s office is fighting a federal judge’s ruling to resentence a 51-year-old former Quincy man serving two life terms for building a bomb that killed a Boston police officer in 1991.

Alfred Trenkler, who has maintained his innocence since his arrest, told Judge Rya Zobel in a December 2005 letter that federal law at the time of his conviction prohibited her from sending him to prison for life.

‘‘Since the matter of punishment was never presented to the jury, the statute prohibits the court from independently imposing a life sentence,’’ Trenkler wrote.

On Tuesday, Judge Zobel agreed and ruled the sentencing mistake was a ‘‘miscarriage of justice.’’ She ordered Trenkler to be resentenced April 4.

‘‘He will likely die in prison while serving the two invalid life sentences imposed by this court,’’ the judge wrote in an 11-page decision. ‘‘Had the error not occurred, the maximum possible legal sentence would offer him the possibility of leaving prison in his lifetime.’’

Federal prosecutors yesterday filed a motion asking Zobel to stay her order for resentencing to give them another chance to argue against it.

In a statement, U.S. Attorney Michael Sullivan admitted his office had unintentionally failed to respond to two court orders about Trenkler’s illegal sentence claim.

‘‘The government has successfully opposed at least four earlier post-conviction challenges by Trenkler, and it was always our intent to do so in this instance,’’ Sullivan said. ‘‘Additionally, we have begun an immediate internal review to determine how the office failed to comply with the court’s orders. Without question, this is a matter that is deserving of our highest attention and this failure is unacceptable.’’

