
UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT 
FOR THE DISTRICT OF MASSACHUSETTS 

United States of America I 

Plaintiff 
I 
I 

Criminal No. 92- 10369-EFH 

Thomas A. Shay I 

Defendant 
I 
I 

MOTION PRO SE FOR WRIT OF HABEAS CORPUS AND 
MOTION TO SET ASIDE 1998 CONVICTION 

ACHIEVED THROUGH INVOLUNTARY GUILTY PLEA 

1. I, Thomas Arthur Shay, request the court to set aside my guilty plea, and conviction 
and sentence in this court, before the Honorable Judge Edward Harrington on October 29, 
1998 for the reasons stated below. 

2. My guilty plea was involuntary and coerced. 

3. I advised my attorneys, Kathy B. Weinman and William H. Kettlewell, that I was 
innocent of all the charges in the indictment and that my co-defendant, Alfred W. 
Trenkler, was innocent as well, and that both of our 1993 convictions were wronghl 
convictions. 

4. My attorneys provided me ineffective counsel and coerced me into pleading guilty by: 

a. Not seeking and obtaining a psychological determination that I was competent to 
make such a plea. I had informed my attorneys that I was hearing voices and needed 
mental health care. 

b. Advising me that if I sought a retrial in my case that I could be sentenced to a longer 
term following the 1993 conviction than the 188 month original sentence, up to life in 
prison. I was even afraid of a death sentence. This advice violated the Constitutional 
Prohibition against such an increased sentence upon a retrial as determined by the U.S. 
Supreme Court in North Carolina v. Pierce 395 U.S. 7 1 1 (1 969). 




