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    Re: Wrongful Convictions of Alfred W.





           Trenkler and Thomas A. Shay in the 






Roslindale Bomb case, and the book,







Perfectly Innocent. 

Michael J Sullivan

U.S. Attorney for the District of Massachusetts and

   Acting Director of the Bureau of Alcohol Tobacco & Firearms

John J. Moakley Courthouse, Suite 9200

One Courthouse Way

Boston, MA 02110

Dear Mr. Sullivan:

   We talked very briefly on 8 March 2007 when I approached you after the resentencing hearing for Alfred W. Trenkler.  I told you then that this was a case of wrongful conviction and that I was writing a book about the case and would followup with you later. Your response was courteous and receptive.

   I didn't realize at the time of our conversation that you had just been appointed Acting Director of the Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco and Firearms. Congratulations.  The occasions of coincidence is a theme in the book, and your appointment presents a unique opportunity for justice in the Roslindale Bomb case, as the BATF was the primary investigating agency, after taking over the case from the Boston Police Department.

   I'm a retired, non-practicing Massachusetts attorney and was approached by Alfred Trenkler's half-brother last year to build a website for Alfred's case. The brother lives in Maine where I had worked for a man here who claims a wrongful conviction.  I built such a website, www.alfredtrenklerinnocent.org, and became confident early during that process that Alfred is innocent.  Last fall, I began writing a book about the case and have completed several versions of a manuscript.  Please know that the work above has been pro bono.  The book is titled, Perfectly Innocent, which speaks for itself.  

 

   Now, we are at Version 8, and after the writing so far, I've become completely convinced of Alfred's innocence, and of Thomas A. Shay's, too.  It's still a work-in-progress and it's very important that it be accurate and that as much of the truth about the Roslindale Bomb case be presented to the public. Most of the book was written from available documents, and a very few interviews and conversations, given the time and distance constraints. I live in Newcastle, Maine.  
   Presently, feedback is being solicited from investigators, prosecutors, lawyers, and others to insure that the book is as accurate as possible.  Copies are being circulated to those stakeholders and to the media as well. At some point, perhaps a commercial publisher may be found, but the immediate goal is to find and publish the truth about the Roslindale case.
 

   I believe both convictions were wrongful convictions, which were achieved mostly by a combination of fateful decisions, and some mistakes, by the defendants, lawyers, prosecutors and judges. Some of the testimony at the two trials was inaccurate, and some of that intentionally so.   The juries were faced with incomplete and inaccurate information.  The book was almost called, Perfect Legal Storm.  As you know, the country now knows a lot more about wrongful convictions than was known in 1993, thanks to the miracle of DNA.  Incidentally, there may be DNA available in this case, as well as fingerprints, if the layers of recovered black electrical tape can be separated using up-to-date techniques.  Without waiting for a court order you could require that such testing be done and that other evidentiary inquiries be launched. The most important would be a comprehensive investigation about the true source of the toggle switch contacts found amidst the bomb debris.

 

   The book and the website and the current legal claims are part of an overall Campaign for Justice for Alfred Trenkler and Tom Shay.  Perhaps you know about the current legal  challenges by Thomas A. Shay and Alfred Trenkler to their convictions, but they are the reason for sending this copy of the manuscript by email, rather than wait for the hard copy printing which will take another week.  However, challenges in court are tightly restricted in scope and the full truth of the case will not likely be considered unless one or two retrials are ordered, and even then, the scope of the evidence will be limited as it was in the first trials.

   I write to you to ask that you conduct a full review of the case and to consider withdrawing the prosecution of both men and asking the courts to vacate their previous convictions. Then, a renewed investigation could be launched to find and prosecute the person or people responsible for the deadly Roslindale Bomb. To be sure, this is a large request, but one required by the facts and truth.

   As your time is limited, I hope you will refer the manuscript and this inquiry to an independent attorney or a group of such attorneys, preferably outside the Office of the U.S. Attorney, who can take an objective view of the case.  Hopefully, that attorney(s), or delegates, can meet with Tom Shay, Alfred Trenkler, and many others and do their best to gather the truth about the Roslindale Bomb case.

   To the extent that witnesses at the trials are interviewed, a promise of immunity from prosecution for perjury would be helpful, and in at least one case, necessary to secure the truth, as the testimonies of several were not accurate, as is described in the manuscript.

   It's an unusual step for a U.S. Attorney to drop a prosecution of a convicted person and then to direct investigators to resume the search for the real maker(s) of the Roslindale Bomb, but the entire case was unusual.  As Suffolk County District Attorney Daniel Conley has written, 

"There is nothing more critical to the public trust and the integrity of the criminal justice system than our ability to objectively and openly weigh information that speaks to a person's guilt or innocence. We have no more important responsibility than to follow the facts and law wherever they lead, regardless of popular passions or political consequence. The job of police and prosecutors is not merely to make arrests or seek convictions, nor is it to preserve an indictment or a conviction at all costs. Rather, our job -- at all stages of the process, from investigation to arrest to indictment to trial to appeal and to the review of new information that surfaces after a conviction -- is to seek the truth."
   Finally, I understand that the Corbett, Foley and Hurley families have suffered terribly because of the Roslindale Bomb explosion in 1991.  As I've stated in my limited contacts with the Foley and Hurley families, they should have had closure to this case long ago. However, such closure cannot be gained at the price of wrongful convictions of two innocent men.  The supporters of Alfred Trenkler also want closure.  Together with the families of the victims, we can seek the truth, and that truth will bring the closure desired by all.  

Thank you for your consideration. When the limited printing is completed next week, I will bring a copy to your office.

Very truly yours,

/s/  Morrison Bonpasse

