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Dear Commissioner Davis:

   I write to ask for your help in ensuring that the tragic death of Jeremiah Hurley, Jr., and the maiming of Francis Foley be accompanied by the just punishment of the people responsible for building the Roslindale Bomb in 1991. The death of a Boston Policeman deserves no less.  Through a terrible combination of bad decisions and mistakes, and a few lies, the wrong men were convicted in 1993. With your help, such injustice can be corrected, and you do not need to wait for a court order to begin that effort. 
    I'm a retired, non-practicing Massachusetts attorney and was approached by Alfred Trenkler's half-brother, David Wallace, last year to build a website for Alfred's case. The brother lives in Maine where I had worked for a man here who claims a wrongful conviction.  I built the website, www.alfredtrenklerinnocent.org, and became confident early during that process that Alfred is innocent.  Last fall, I began writing a book about the case and have completed several versions of a manuscript.  Please know that the work above has been pro bono.  The book is titled, Perfectly Innocent, which speaks for itself.  
 

   Now, we are at Version 8, and after the writing so far, I've become completely convinced of Alfred's innocence, and of Thomas A. Shay's, too.  It's still a work-in-progress and it's very important that it be accurate and that as much of the truth about the Roslindale Bomb case be presented to the public. Most of the book was written from available documents, and a very few interviews and conversations, given the time and distance constraints. I live in Newcastle, Maine, but lived for most of my life in Massachusetts.
   A copy of Version 8 was presented to Officer Julie Colburn last week, along with an electronic copy.  I met with her, after an earlier phone conversation with Sgt. Jack McCarthy, in my effort to assist the Hurley and Foley families deal with the coming weeks and months of controversy in this case.  As I stated to Julie, the path to the much-desired and deserved closure in this case is through the pursuit of the truth.  They can brief you or another member of your staff on our full discussion and exchange.

    Version 8 is now also posted on the website, www.alfredtrenklerinnocent.org, and has been distributed to some members of the media. At 727 pages, it's a lot to digest, and not a story requiring publicity by itself. I hope, however, that it's used as background for upcoming coverage of Alfred's and Tom Shay's exoneration efforts.

   Presently, feedback is being solicited from investigators, prosecutors, lawyers, and others to insure that the book is as accurate as possible.  Copies are being circulated to those stakeholders. At some point, perhaps a commercial publisher may be found, but the immediate goal is to find and publish the truth about the Roslindale case.
 

   I believe both convictions were wrongful convictions, which were achieved mostly by a combination of fateful decisions, and some mistakes, by the defendants, lawyers, prosecutors and judges. Some of the testimony at the two trials was inaccurate, and some of that intentionally so.   The juries were faced with incomplete and inaccurate information.  The book was almost called, Perfect Legal Storm.  As you know, the country now knows a lot more about wrongful convictions than was known in 1993, thanks to the miracle of DNA.  Incidentally, there may be DNA available in this case, as well as fingerprints, if the layers of recovered black electrical tape can be separated using up-to-date techniques.  Without waiting for a court order, the BATF could require, and you could request, that such testing be done and that other evidentiary inquiries be launched. The most important would be a comprehensive investigation about the true source of the toggle switch contacts found amidst the bomb debris. We need not wait for a court order.
 

   The book and the website and the current legal claims are part of an overall Campaign for Justice for Alfred Trenkler and Tom Shay.  Perhaps you know about the current legal  challenges by Thomas A. Shay and Alfred Trenkler to their convictions.  However, challenges in court are tightly restricted in scope and the full truth of the case will not likely be considered unless one or two retrials are ordered, and even then, the scope of the evidence will be limited as it was in the first trials.
   I write to you to ask that you conduct a full review of the case, especially the excellent initial work by the Boston Police Dept., and to consider making an appropriate recommendation to the U.S. Attorney.  After his own review of the case, and with your feedback, he may seek retrials or withdraw the indictments.  Then, a renewed investigation could be launched to find and prosecute the person or people responsible for the deadly Roslindale Bomb. To be sure, this is a large request, but one required by the facts and truth, and the memory of Jeremiah Hurley, Jr. 
   My understanding is that after the 28 October 1991 explosion, the Boston detectives quickly began by asking the right question, i.e. who would want to harm Mr. Thomas L. Shay, or make it look like someone was seeking to harm him?  His son, Thomas A. Shay was not on that list, until his fateful penchant for publicity and love caused him to make himself look like a suspect.  Now that we know the story of John Mark Karr in the JonBenet Ramsay case, we can see that Tom Shay was a "voluntary false confessor."  Alfred Trenkler was not on that earlier list either.

   While it is expensive to launch a full investigation of a homicide, there are several early steps that the Boston Police Department can take without much expense. Three are described below:

1. Who did the Boston Police Fingerprint lab determine to be the owners of the 17 fingerprints found on Mr. Thomas L. Shay's car?  Twelve were on the outside body and five underneath the car.  At the trials, the defendants were unsuccessful in obtaining the BPD reports about the owners of those fingerprints. We have the report of the 12 and 5 (Enclosed), but we know nothing about the BPD determinations of the owners of those fingerprints. Presumably, if any of the prints belonged to Alfred Trenkler or Tom Shay, the report would have been presented at trial. Presumably, too, some of the prints belong to Mr. Thomas L. Shay, but where on the car were his prints?  In the interest of truth and justice, can you please release the report of the Boston Police Department regarding the owners of those fingerprints and the BPD efforts to find those owners?
2.  Michael Coady testified at Alfred Trenkler's trial that Alfred gave him two automobiles in the 1980's. One was a 1977 or 1978 Ford Thunderbird. (Trial Transcript 11-14). He said that Alfred Trenkler provided these automobiles after Coady finished his driver's education.  Unfortunately, Alfred's lawyer found Coady's testimony so preposterous, and he assumed that the jury felt the same way, that he did not cross-examine Coady about these matters. He objected to their admission but did not drill into their falsity. 

   It would be a relatively easy matter, would it not, for the Boston Police Department to inquire into the Registry of Motor Vehicle's database and see if there was ever a Thunderbird registered to Michael Coady.  With such a search, the BPD could find all the autos owned and/or registered by Michael Coady. If he ever owned such a Thunderbird in his teenage years, which is highly doubtful, please be assured that it did not come from Alfred Trenkler, who often went without a car himself. 
3. William David Lindholm testified at Alfred Trenkler's trial that he had said to Alfred, "And my father when he was a young man attended Thayer Academy and Milton Academy and Brown [sic] and Brown University.  And we talked, you know, about Thayer Academy and Milton Academy.  And we also, he also brought to my attention that he lived on Whitelawn Avenue, and I lived on Whitelawn Avenue approximately 1961 to 1962, for one year." (TT 13-88/9)  Enclosed are statements from Milton and Thayer that they have no records of Mr. Lindholm's attendance at those schools.  The Brown University alumni records database had no record in 2007, but my inquiry probably had no access to deceased alumni.  A simple inquiry from the Boston Police Department could resolve that question.  The Whitelawn Ave. residency is also disputed but the evidence is less clear cut.

If the Boston Police Department pursues these three initial inquiries, you will find that the truth is not was presented at trial.  Now, I understand that there the appellate courts have high threshhold standards for overturning trial verdicts and that the incorrect information in these three inquires may not meet that standard.  However, I'm not asking you to overturn a trial verdict.  I'm simply asking for a relatively easy pursuit of three pieces of the truth about this case involving the death of a Boston Policeman. If the information you find is as I've stated in Perfectly Innocent, I hope you would pursue other routes to the truth, and request that the Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco and Firearms and the U.S. Attorney's Office do the same.  
Finally, the Corbett, Foley and Hurley families have suffered terribly because of the Roslindale Bomb explosion in 1991, and they should have had closure to this case long ago. However, such closure cannot be gained at the price of wrongful convictions of two innocent men.  The supporters of Alfred Trenkler also want closure.  Together with the families of the victims, we can seek the truth, and that truth will bring the closure desired by all.  

Again, if you or any member of the Boston Police Dept. have any questions about any statement or fact in Perfectly Innocent please let me know, and it will be addressed and corrected, when necessary.  Also, if you know of ANY facts which are not already in the manuscript which are relevant, regardless of where they lead, please let me know.  My experience is that policemen often believe they know of much more incuplatory evidence than was presented in court.  If you have ANY such evidence, please let me know, and provide it to me in a form that does not compromise the Dept. or whatever confidentiality is necessary.  Please know what I've stated to several law enforcement people:  If there is credible, undisputed, evidence that Alfred Trenkler had ANY involvement in the building of the Roslindale Bomb, then my pro bono work for him, and in pursuit of the truth in this case, will be done.  
Thank you for your consideration. 
Very truly yours,

CC: by email, Amy Ambarik, BPD Chief Legal Counsel
