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LOCAL NEWS

LEDGER UPDATE: Bomber’'s conviction decried; imprisoned
Quincy man unjustly convicted, says another man iinked to deadly
crime

By DENNIS TATZ
The Patriot Ledger

Since his arrest for building a bomb that kilied a Boston police bomb
squad officer and badly injured ancther in 1981, former Quincy
resident Alfred Trenkler has insisted he is an innocent man.

Now, in an exclusive interview with The Pairiof Ledger, Thomas Shay,
Trenkier's convicted accomplice, says that overzealous prosecutors
wrongfully went after Trenkler when they should have been looking at
other suspects.

“Every day he spends in jail is an airocity,” said Shay, 34, whose
conviction was later overturned. “Alfred Trenkier is innocent. He has
been innocent since day one.” '

Trenkler is serving two life ferms and the U. 8. Supremé Court has
refused to intervene in his case.

“It was convenient to nail me,” Trenkler, 50, said during a recenis
telephone interview from the Allenwood Federal Penitentiary in White
Deer, Pa.

"My saving grace is that | had nothing ic do with it. it keeps me sane. | hope the truth comes out sooner than
iater. | had nothing to do with this.”

Federal prosecuiors alieged that Trenkier, ar? electrical engineer, conspired with Shay to kil Shay's abusive
father, who also is ramed Thomas Shay.

The younger Shay admitted his guilt in a plea agreement after he wag initially convicted in federal court.
That convicion was overturned because U.8. District Judge Rya Zobel refused fo sllow a psychiatrist to
testify in Shay’s defense when he was on frial.

Released from prison

Shay, who also had lived in Quincy, was sentenced to 12 years in prison and was given cradit for time
served. He was paroled in 2002, but refumed to federal custody for several months last year when he failed
to nofify authorities of his whereabouts. Shay has since been released.

He said someone else planted the bomb at his father's home in Roslindaie. The younger Shay made that
siatement in connection with a lawsuit his father had filed asserting that his hearing was damaged in 1987
when dynamite exploded in a barrel at a Dedham auto body shop where the elder Shay had rented space.

The elder Shay told doctors befora and after the deadly sxplosion at his home in Roslindale that he feared
the defendants in the suil wanted him dead, according to court papers.
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But court decumenis also show Thomas Shay believed his father was responsible for the bomb because he
wanted to pressure the defendants to settle the suit while making it appear he was on a hit list

The elder Shay toid detectives that after finding the package, he threw it up against his house and then left it
outside hefore going to authorities, according fo a Boston police report.

Evidence showed that the elder Shay, then 47, was living on money from setflements in other personal
injury claims af the time of the "Roslindale bombing.”

The elder Shay’s $400,000 lawsuit was at a standstill because the insurance company beiieved he had been
faking his injuries, according to court papers.

The younger Shay, whose eariy years were spent in the custody of the state Department of Sccial Services,
said prosecutors made oo much of the brief homosexual encounter between him and Trenkler.

“When | heard they were focusing on Al, [ said that was impossible,” Shay said. "What motive couid he
hava?

“Alfred Trenkler is the exact opposite of me. Where | came from a bad home, Alfred Trenkler came from a
geod home. Where [ was jobless, he had his own company. Where | had litle friends, he had many friends.”

Judge barred hearing

Despite defense insistence in 2000 that new evidence in the case could help clear Trenklter, Judge Zobel
refused to schedule a hearing. The judge ruled thai the three-vear time limit for an appea! prohibited her
from giving Trenkler a new tial

Trenkler has since exhausted his appeals.
The U.S. Supreme Court refused to hear the case last‘year.

Trenkler, 2 Wentworth Institute of Technology graduate, was acgused of bullding a bomb with parts bought
2t a Radio Shack store.

The Boston police bomb squad was cailed o the Roslindale home of the elder Shay on Oct. 28, 1991, when
tha device reportedly fell from the undercarriage of his 1888 Buick.

Officer Jeremiah Hurley Jr. was killed and his pariner, Francis X, Faoley, lost an eve and was badly burned
when the bomb exploded as they began to e2amine it.

Trankler alleges that prosecutors used a bogus Radio Shagk receipt to link hirn o the crime.

in & motion for a new irial, the defense said it had an affidavit from the associate genearal counsel for the
Tandy Corp., owner of Radio Shack stores, that the receipt was phony.

Trenkler's stepfather, fack Wallace of Milton, recently filed a motion in federal court to preserve evidence
from the tria! and to allow a fingerprint expert to examing items and take photos.

Wallace maintains that a forensic chemist for the U.S. Bureau of Alcohol, Tehacco and Firearms incorractly
testified that two contacts found in the bomb debris came from a toggie switch made exclusively for Radio
Shack.

Wallace said there is proof that the switch cortacts used in the bornbing came from a Radio Shack
competitor.

“The incormect identification of the toggle switch caused other members of the prosecution team to offer
testimony or statements which were incorrect,” he said.
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The defense had also fought unsuccessiully for the court to hear from ancther Alienwood inmate, whose
testimony allegedly called into question the truthfuiness of a key witness at Trenkler's frial.

Defense disputes witness

The witness, David Lindholm, said that Trenkier admitted to him that he had built the bomi. He said the
admission came while both men were being held at the Plymouth County jail.

But the defense has said it could show that federal authorities pianied Lindholm in Trenkier's cell and he
made up their conversation to get an early release from jail.

A Web site in support of Trenkler has been set up at alfredtrenklerinnocent.org.
Dennis Tatz may be reached at dtatz@fedger.com .

Copyright 2006 The Patrict Ladger
Transmiited Monday, August 07, 2006
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-— Criginal Message —--

From: boone.henkoff@att.net

To: dtatz@ledger.com

Ce: morrison@alfredirenkierinnocent.org
Sent: Tuesday, August 22, 2006 7:58 PM
Subject: Thomas Shay/Alfred Trenkier

Dear Mr, Tatz:
I was recently given a copy of your article of August 7, 2006, and read it with great interest.

I was Tommy Shay's original attorney, and remained his attorney through his jury trial, along with
now-Judge Nancy Gertner.

8/23/2006
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1 always believed Tommy, and therefore Trenkler, to be innocent. Ms. Gertner, on the eve of her
closing argument, confided in me that she had become convinced of that, as well.

Mr. Shay is, by diagnosis, a pathological Har. He is also totally self-centered and manipulative. I think
I becarze convinced of his innocence when he was given an opportunity to "protfer”, e.g., to rat out
Trerckler in exchange for lenient treatment. He tried mightily to do so, even to the point of undergoing
hypnosis -- had he been able to deliver ANY credible evidence to the prosecution, he would have been
facing either immunity (at best) or two or three years (including the six months or so of jail time he
had served) at "the correctional facility of vour choice -- maybe even a military post psychiatric
facility" (at worst).

He spun a tale of dropping bomb-making debris into the Quincy quarries, which caused the Feds to
rent a miniature submarine to search them. Nothing, of course was found. He mis-described
Trenkler's car as a large Chrysler -- it was actually a Nissan or something. He described riding around
in this "big old car" through the Back Bay. Never happened. He described how Trenkler had rented a
boat, taken him and someboyd else out to the Race Point buoy, donned scuba gear, and recovered
explosives cached on the buoy's anchor chain. The ATF spent over a week ferrying Tommy around
the south shore where (naturally) he was unable to identify the boat or the marina it departed from. (He
did get a lot of fast food, which was better than jail fare). He described buying D-batteries for the
bomb -- it didn't contain any of those. Etc., ete., ete.

I was orniginally Tommy's state public defender. When I succeeded in getting the state charges

- dismissed, they immediately indicted him on a bogus Federal bomb-threat charge. Tommy asked that
be specially appointed as-a Federal defender, and I was. When he was indicted on the "actual bomb"
charges, as we called thern, I moved, successfully, for appointment of a second defender, under the
drug king-pin act, which permits multiple counsel in capital cases. My chosen assistant, who was
experienced in Federal matters (which [ wasn't) was rejected, and Judge Zobel appointed Ms. Gertner
in his place. [ then became, very much, the assistant, o MS. Gertner's lead.

Several of the issues raised in your article strike a chord with me. I wanted to subpoena the insurance
claim file; Ms. Gertner did not think that was productive or proper (you should know that Thomas
Shay's psych records actually show pictares of an imagined device under his car). [ wanted to
investigate the rather unique plywood wittPwhich the bomb was constructed. I wanted to subpoena the
- records of mail order companies who sold the little do-nut magnets {(apparently only available by mail
order -- Tommy didn't have & credit card -~ the Feds claimed , variously, that they chose not to do so,
were unable to do so, or that their search of mail order records had been fruitless -- of course mail
order companies can INSTANTLY produce a list, by ZIP code, of all orders of a certain product).

The government's witness list, in the Shay case, was equally replete with jail-house confessions of
dubicus veracity, which later furned out (contemporaneous protestations to the contrary

notwithstanding) to have a quid pro quo component. One witness, fittingly enough named "Plant", still
. comes to mind.

Trenkler's attorneys, to my knowledge, never shared their findings as fo the non-Radio Shack origin of

the toggle switch contacts. Certainly, the government's witnesses to the contrary were never
challenged.

The whole case against Tommy was smoke, mirrors and innuendo, seascned with Gay-bashing. There
was no real evidence, other than his own self-aggrandizing, half-witted statements to the press.

| Tommy néver really got my best efforts, in that I was virtually shut out of the case by Ms. Gertner,

8/23/2006
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who wanted to do things her way. I don't think he got her best efforts either, distracted as she was by
Bill Clinton's campaign and victory -- she was on the short list for U.S.A.G. behind Janet Reno, and
was appointed to the Federal bench in the middle of the trial as a consolation prize.

To the extent that I've read the transcripts of Trenkler's trial, I do not believe he got good
representation at trial or in many of his appeliate efforts. Tommy was called by the government as a
witness. At this time, his appeal was pending. He took the fifth, on the advice of his then counsel (I
was out, by that time) but was found in conterpt, as he should not have been, since his appeal was
pending -~ the only way he could have been found in contempt would be if his expected testimony was
wholly exculpatory -- for him as well as Trenkler. Trenkler's attorneys should have sought and
received a mistrial or a continuance until Tommy’s appeal was decided. (By the way, | consulted with
him on his later plea, and advised him that the threats which were being made to induce him to plead
were improper end without substance -- he didn't take my advice, but he did have his fingers crossed
behind his back at the plea hearing -- I saw them).

[ have met with Mr. Wallace a couple of times in the past year or two, and told him much of what I
have related here. I do not have a complete set of Tommy's trial transcripts - probably about half to

two thirds. I have offered Mr. Wallace access to (most of) my file materials -- those which are not
confidential.

Tommy's disfunctional personality directly led to his conviction. I cannot feel too much pity for him
as, in many senses, he wanted the attention and notoriety he recetved. I feel the utmost concern for

Mr.Trenkler (who I have never met) in that he s serving a life sentence for something he was utterly
innocent of.

lease let me know if there is anything I can do to help right this wrong.
@

Yours truly,

Jefferson W. Boone

/2320086
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U.S. District Court
One Courthouse Way, Boston, MA (211§

8-19-07
United States Attorneys Cffice

RE: United States vs. Thomas Shay

In 1998-199G upon returning to Boston on my appeal I was coerced by my attormeys
William Kettlewell and Kathy B. Weinman who both used extreme measures to get me to
sign a plea agreement. First I was literally starving in the county jail, so Bill Kettlewell
dropped money in my canteen. Second, I was told that I could face life in prison if [
attempted a second trial. Third, I was told that by Pleading Guilty, it no way implicated
Alfred Trenkler in any way. Jefferson Boone told me that ! could only get 188 month
sentence. He also said that the firm Dwyer & Collora had put numerous pressures on the
attorneys to settle the case, as it did not want o spend a million dollars on a new trial. I
have also since read reports that by pleading guilty, the plea implicates Alfred Trenkler,
who is, in all facts, intents and purposes an innocent man. Although [ have never been
offered a polygraph test by the Government to show cause and fact of ray numerous
statements, [ am a willing party to take part if only o clear my codefendant, a man who
through clear coincidence, got tangled in a spinning web of lies and false evidence. It
should be noted that, I was under extreme duress during my appeal, and there is a
likelihood that at that time I should have been given a psychological exam to see if I had
all of my senses. 1 trusted the Judgement of my attorneys, to protect me. At that time |
also did teil them that [ am innocent and also said Alfred Trenkler was innocent aiso. But
I was wrongfully represented when they told me that this agreement was the best way to
go. There is o evidence for me to support the fact, duless the Govermment is willing to
consider, that other persons are Guilty of the crimes which imprison me. The surprise
was Jeff Kerr's IDEA. At no fime did I or Alfred Trenkler conspire to Build, activate,
Purchase, or By any other means, In conversation, written or By any communication, or
with any Intent, a Bomb, To kill, scare, or serve any other means, or Have anything to do
with the explosion at 39 EastBourne Street. After [ robbed my Father, He disowned me,
But 1 still loved him. I have never Been viclent towards anyone in my life, especially not
my Parents. [ was Just Starticg to Get close tc my Father when the Government Alleges I
wanied to Harm Him. It may Be Too late To Say I am innocent, because laws and
statutes don't allow me to Appeal. But I cannot stand by while Alfred Trenkler Hangs in
the wind. He IS INNOCENT.

Thomas Shay s/
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Boston Herald :
Michele McPhee _ 8-20-07

There have been many police officers who have been felled by criminals. Some have
been shot, stabbed or run over. In those instances, there were spectrums of premeditation.
I have been convicted, sentenced, probated, violated and sentenced. You may pick and
choose, cut out and derise my words.

As your paper has poted over the years, there have been numerous men who were
convicted and sentenced and crudely written about. But in the end, were perfectly
innecent.

Some men are not awarded 106 million doliars, simply because of no other reason than
your government lied and falsified evidence to convict them. I did not know Officer
Jeremiah Hurley or Francis Foley. 1 did not conspire with anyone, much less Alfred
Trenkler who is innocent, to kill or maim anyone, much less two police officers T had
never met, nor was any evidence, otherwise untainted evidence, ever given fo support
those facts. I also was not convicted nor charged with premeditation. To be a cop-killer
to me is someone who intends to kill police. I won't call it an accident or any other way.
It's not my doing. [ had nothing to do with the Roslindale Bomb incident. If the Police,
like the crooked FBI, want to continue with this charade and not give hint to other
obvicus possibilities that is their choice. But that does not mean that I will sit back and
be quiet. I am upset, and rightfully so.

Thomas Shay /s/
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U.S. Department of Justice

United States Attorney
District of Massachusetts

Main Reception: (617) 748-3100 John Joseph Moakley United States Courthouse
I Courthouse Way
Suite 9200
Boston, Mussachusetts 02210

September 10, 2001

Charles Rankin, Esqg.
Raukin and Sulten

One Commercial Wharf North
Bosgton, MA Q2110C

Re: Alfred Trenkler

Dear Mr. Rankin:

Encleosed pleagse find a copy of a letter from Thomas Shay
that was forwarded to me from the Boston Police Department. In
it, Mr. Shay claims that Mr. Trenkler is innocent and that Thomas
Shay, Sr. and his attorney were the “real codefendants.

However, Mr. Shay provides no evidence br indeed any information
to support this claim. Mcre importantly, such a claim
contradicts Mr. Shay’s signed plea agreement, as well as his
gulilty plea, in which he admitted to conspiring with Alfred
Trenkler to build the bomb that killed Offwcer Hurley and maimed
Cfficer Foley. ®

Nevertheless, a copy of this letter has been forwarded to
Mr. Shay’'s former counsel, William Kettlewell, and the government
hag reguested the opportunity to gpeak with Mr. Shay should he
wish to be debriefed regarding the claims raised in his letter.
Should the government subsequently learn of any exculpatory
evidence as a result of any such meeting, it will be promptly
disclosed to vou. :

Very truly yours,

JAMES B. FARMER
United States Attorney

By: KA/W%%

KEVIN P. MCGRATH ©
Agsistant U.S. Attorney
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UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT
DISTRICT OF MASSACHUSETTS

Alfred W. Trenkler )
o)

v. ) Caser 1:07-cv-11823-RWZ
)
)

United States of America

AFFIDAVIT OF JOHN WALLACE REGARDING CONVERSATIONS
WIiTH MICHAEL COADY ABCUT HIS TESTIMONY IN THE ALFRED
TRENKLER TRIAL OF 1993

Approximately in 2001, I talked by phone three times with Michael Coady, whe had been acquainted
with my stepson, Alfred Trenkler, and who testified at the trial of Alfred Trenkler in the Fall of 1993.
Michaet Coady told me dusing the first two calls that he had Hed at Alfred's trial because he was "mad
at Alfred,” Specifically, he said mentioned three points about his testimony which were false, and
which I wrote down at the time. One of the three was Coady’s statements to me that what he saw in the
back of Alfred's car were washers, rather than magnets as he had testified. Another was that he had not
seen a toy car in the back of Alfred's car. and third that the explosion in The Blue Hills, never happened.
During the short third caﬂ, Coady denied that he had admitted during the first two calls that his |
testimomy at Alfred's trial was false.

i discussed these Michael Ceoady calis with my son, David Wallace, and with Alfred Trenkler, and
David had calied Michael Coady on his owms We agreed that we would have to wait until more
substantial exculpatory evidence could be unearthed before sufficient incentives counid be given to
Miechael Coady to teil the truth.

Sworn under pains and penalties of perjury.

£ L akdaed o LrenEa § Luby
John Wallace Date
13 Quisset Brook Road
Milton, MA 02126
617-696-1284
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" UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT
DISTRICT OF MASSACHUSETTS

Alfred W. Trenkler )
)

v. ) Case: 1:07-cv-11823-RWZ
) .

United States of America )

AFFIDAVIT OF DAVID WALLACE REGARDING MY CONVERSATION
WITH MICHAEL COADY ABOUT HIS TESTIMONY IN THE ALFRED
TRENKLER TRIAL OF 1993.

Approximately in 2001 I talked twice by phone with Michael Coady, who had been acguainted with
Alfred Trenkler and who testified at the trial of Alfred Trenkler in the Fall of 1993. Michael Coady fold
me that his trial testimony was substantially false and that if he could be given immunity from
prosecution for perjury, he would tell the truth about his acquaintance with Aifred Trenkler.

Specifically, he said about his testimony of seeing magnets in Alfred's car, "They could have been
washers." He told me that during one of his interviews with the Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco and
Firearms, he was placed in a room with a large table, on which was a mock-up of the Roslindale Bomb.
He told me that he was instructed to carefuily ook at the mockup and examine it to see if anything
"came to mind”. It was after spending at least an howur staring at the mock up that be "remembered” the
bution magnets.

Also, he also told me that he had believed that the Federakprosecutors could help him get into law
school if he helped them, and conversely could make law school a complete impossibility if he didn't.

I discussed these two calls with Michael Coady with my half-brother, Afred Trenkler, and my father,
Jack Wallace, who had also talked with Coady three times; but we agreed that nothing could be done at
that time as we had no ability to offer immunity to Michael Coady and it would be my word against his.
We agreed that we would have to wait until anore substantial exculpatory evidence could be unearthed
about Alfred's entire case before sufficient incentives (immumity from prosecution) could be given to
Michael Coady to tell the truth.

Sworn under pai penalties of perjury.
e D o7
Date

David Wallace
46 Chamberlain Ave _ /
Brunswick ME

207-725-2656 WM

LISAB.CYR
Notery Pubtc, Maina
4y Commission Expires March 7 2014
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- UNITED STATES CF AMERICA
Ve

ALFRED TRENKLER

Bleventh Qv of Trial

APPEARANCES: ]
For the Government:
Pacl V. Kelly, Esqg., and Frank A. Libby, Jr., Esg.,

Assistant United States Attorneys, Federal Courthouse,
Boston MA 02109,

For the Defendant: e

Texry Philip Segal, Esq., Scott Lopez, Esg.,
and Brenda R. Sharton, Esg., SEGAL & FEINBERG,
210 Commercial Street,; Boston, HMA. (2109,

Courtroom 3

Federal Courthcuse
Boston, Massachusetts
Novembexr 8, 1893

Computer-Aided Transcription

James E., McLaughlin, Official Court Reporter
1200 Federal Courthouse, Boston MA 02109 (617)357=7342
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Michasl Cody, sworn

Direct Examination by Mr, Kelly

Mr. Cody, will you spell your last name for us,
CopYy.

Where do you reside, sir?

. Hanover.

How cld a person are you, Mr. Cody?

- Twenty-eight.

Are you married or single, sir?
I‘m divorced.
Do von have any children, Mr. Cody?
¥Yes, I do.
And how many?
One.

. L)
And how old is your child?,
She‘s eight vears oldo.
Do you have legal custody over this child?
Yes, I do. 'S
Are you employed at the present time, sir?
¥Yes, I am.
What do you.do?
I‘m a paralegal working for an attorney.

All right. Dec you go to school Mr. Codvy?

11-13%

please.

Yes, I am finishing up my undergrad law work, senior.

Where do you go to schoel, sir?

James E. McLaughlin, Official Court Reporter

1200 Federal Courthouse, Boston MA 02108 (6173357-7342
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11-22

Tyco.

How is it that vou remember that,_sir?
I tﬂok it.

Meaning what?

I toock the jeep from his jeep.

At some later point?

Yes.

Did you ever know the defendant to possess any magnets of

any kind, Mr. Cody?

A Yes. =

o} And did you have opportunity to cbserve these items?

A Yes.

o Where did you &bserve the items?

A Inside his jeep while he was doing his electronics on the
tovwers. e

Q You don’t mean the little toy Jjeep?

IA No, I mean the big jeep. His vehicle.

Q And describe, d&escribe what you saw in this regard, sir?
A Scmetimes I was there for hours. So I went with the

jeep, to keep busy, I went through his box of supplies. At

that point I found several magnets, a guarter size, with a

hole in the middle, and shavings across the top. I remember

‘the magnets because I tock two of them and put them on my

ghoe -- on my coat string, and I kept them as well.

g

Did the defendant, during the time that vou had this

James E. McLaughlin, Official Court Reporter
1200 Federal Courthouse, Boston MB 02109 (617)357-7342
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11-23

friendship with him, ever demonstrate any interest in
fireworks or explosives, sir?

A At one time when we were out, I'm not sure exactly where
it was, it was at nighttime, in a remote area, with people he
kad known, friends of his with, me along with him, we were
cut, had a bonfire going, things like that. And he ran across

the field and set something up and then came back and it

exploded.
Q Describe what you heard or saw.
p:§ Just a massive expliosion, ¥ could not hear for several

hours. We were very close to where it had exploded. EHis jeep
was -- I was sitting in his jeep. The other pecple wers at
the fire, which was on the other side of the jeep. So, what I
heard, what I saw, was a massive explosion. My ears, I could
not hear any more. There was aesringing in my ears. Much
pain, and it lasted severzl hours.

0 Are you yourself, Mr. Cody, familiar with, like, fire

crackers or little cherry bombs?

A Yes.

0] Was this blast, or whatever it was, was it eguivalent to
that?

A No.

Q In what respect was it different?

A It was the loudest explosicn I've ever heaxrd in my life.
Q On occasions when had the cpporﬁunity to sécialize with

James E. McLaughlin, Official Court Reporter
1200 Federal Courthouse, Beoston MA 02109 ({617)357-7342
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UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT
DISTRICT OF MASSACHUSETTS

Criminal Action MAZZONE, D.J.
No. 92-10389-2 '

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

ATLFRED TRENKLER

(Disposition}

APPEARANCES : _

UNITED STATES ATTORNEYSS OFFICE (By AUSA Paul V. Kelly,
Esquire, and Frank A. Libby, Jr., Esquire) 1087 U. 8. Post
Office & Courthouse, Bostor®, MA 02109, representing the
United States of America.

SEGAL & FEINBERG (By Terry Philip 3egal, Esquire, and

Scott Lopez, Esquire) 210 Commecial Street, Boston, MA (2109,

representing the®Defendant.

Courtroom No. 3
J.85.P.0. & Courthouse
Boston, MA, (02108
March 8, 1994

James P. Gibbons
Federal Court Reporter
2004 U.S.P.0. & Courthouse
Boston, MA, 02109 (617) 426-8716
Mechanical Stenc - Transcript by Computer
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avoid detection. it's low profile. It’s black. It’'s
clearly designed to be affixed to the undercarriage of an
automecbile, borne out by éll the magnets, the circular
magnets on the face here.

And, again, the Court recalls he didn’t place it
just anywhere on the vehicle. He placed it under the
driver’s seat. The Court recalls the photographs showing the
scrape marks; the testimony from Skay, Sr., himself, who
discussed how he heard the rumbling directly underneath him
on the morning in question; the testimcny of Dr. Shapley who
showed the significance of the path marks with the moving
chalk, vyour Honor, showing how thg interaction betwéen the
driveway and the undércarrigge of the_Buick tc scale
reflected how it was, the clrcumstances leading to the device
being scraped off that morning.

L :]
You. recall the testimony of Cindy Walsh, the
- .

government’s forensic chemist, and EEC Tom Waskom, each of

whom spoke about magnetic particles and paint chips from the

button magnets in the vicinity of the driver’s seat.

You will alsoc recall, your Honor, significantly the
testimony of Michael Coady, Mr. Trenkler’s teen-age companion
some vears ago, specifically about the button magnets, how he
remembers how he -- that he hadn’t seen them before, théy
were quarter size, they had a slat acrcss them and a hole in

the middle, and he remembers this specifically because he was
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The murderer went to jail. Is this my stoxy? Do I have to

walit for somecne’s mistake to be absolved?

Your Honor, I know I’'m reaching, but is it not

better to concede to mistakes that have been made and acquit
or sentence me and find out down the road that the government
made & mistazke and convicted the wrong man? The truth will

not be hidden forever. It will surface, and. I pray to Gogd,

sooner than later.

-
I have said my piece. I am at your mercy. Please

4
search your soul for the answer..
Thank you, your Honox.
THE COURT:® Mr. Trenkler has argued

forcefully against the verdict of guilt, but I must act

oIl

the basies of the verdict rendered by the Jjury. I accept that

verdict.

Counsel has cited Mr. Trenkler’'s nonviolent naiture

in support of an argument for departure; but this was, as the

evidence showed, not the first, not the second, but the
bomb. 2And the sscond one was not exactly a firecracker,
least as I hezrxd the evidence.

third

It is true that Mr. Trenkler does not have a prioxr

record to spezk of. It is true that there was little direct

evidence of guilt, but the jury did find guilt

the basis of circumstantisl evidence which was strong,

indeed.




