Cops to judge: Say sorry
Blast court comments


By Jessica Van Sack   |   Thursday, May 15, 2008  |  http://www.bostonherald.com  |  Local Coverage 


Photo by Herald file
Boston cops are outraged and calling for a Roxbury district court judge to apologize after he questioned their show of blue brotherhood in a courtroom where convicted cop-killer Thomas Shay was appearing for one of his many probation violations.

“I was shocked - it’s mindboggling,” said Boston Police Officer David Powell, 42, who stood beside more than a dozen fellow cops yesterday to honor the memory of his stepfather, Officer Jeremiah Hurley, who was killed by a bomb planted by Shay in 1991.

“Every time there’s a court case, the officers are there, and it’s nice to know you’re not forgotten,” Powell said. “These officers showed up to support my family.”

Shay was in court for violating his probation in a 2005 assault on a Northeastern University cop. Trial Court spokeswoman Charlotte Whiting confirmed yesterday that Roxbury District Court Judge Edward R. Redd took issue with the heavy cop presence, but said the judge was “deferential.”

“He said, ‘I would prefer to have you out on the street so you can do your work for the community,’ ” Whiting said, summarizing the judge’s comments. “He was very deferential, and he just looked out and said generally, ‘Why are all these police officers here?’ ”

Boston Police Commissioner Edward Davis said yesterday about 20 officers, many of them off-duty, showed up to support the Hurley family, and that all of them had his blessing.

Davis called for Redd to apologize to the Hurley family.

“My phone started to ring off the hook after the comments were made,” Davis said. “It’s important to bring attention to this and to make it clear it’s inappropriate.”

Three of Hurley’s children currently serve on the force. Hurley has eight grandchildren he never got to meet.

“The Hurley family has a fine tradition of service to the city and to the citizens of boston, and they were treated badly today,” Davis said.

Shay spent a decade behind bars after being found guilty in 1993 of conspiracy and malicious destruction for planting the bomb that killed Hurley, a BPD bomb squad cop, and maimed his partner, Frank Foley. Shay became a federal fugitive when he repeatly violated the terms of his probation, cross-dressing to elude capture until Quincy police caught up to him last year. He is now back in federal prison.

Redd, 59, was nominated to the bench by former Gov. William Weld in Dec. 1992 and confirmed the following month. A lifelong Roxbury resident, he received his law degree from Boston College and served as chair of the Alcoholic Beverages Control Commission from 1979 to 1983.

BPD Deputy Superintendent Daniel Linskey, who considered Hurley a second father, said the judge’s comments both humiliated and offended officers.

“I believe the judge made a mistake today,” Linskey said. “I believe justice was not served.”

Said Powell, “at a minimum, he should apologize.”
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