Judge’s poor judgment
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Maybe Roxbury District Court Judge Edward R. Redd just didn’t have enough coffee on Wednesday morning and it made him cranky. How else to explain his rather bizarre observations about the presence of 20 police officers in his courtroom, during a hearing about a convicted cop-killer?

Like it or not this is standard operating procedure for the thin blue line. Whether it’s a State House hearing on the death penalty or, as in this case, a hearing involving a man who set off a bomb that killed a police officer, as sure as the sun rises the brotherhood shows up in force, in uniform, as a show of support.

In this case, the support wasn’t just for the slain cop. The officers were also there for their colleague, Boston Police officer David Powell, 42, whose stepfather Jeremiah Hurley was the victim of the bomb planted by Thomas Shay back in 1991. Shay was back in court for a hearing on a probation violation involving a 2005 assault on yet another cop, this one from Northeastern University.

About 20 police officers were in the courtroom and that got Redd wondering why. According to a trial court spokeswoman, Redd took issue with the heavy police presence and said in open court that he’d prefer those officers be out on the street doing their work for the community.

Oof.

Now, we’re trying to imagine any judge telling family members who show up en masse to support a civilian crime victim that there are better things they could be doing with their time. Police officers, like firefighters and other public safety personnel, are a family. And the fact that some use their free time to support family members in need is more than acceptable.

Yes, occasionally the cops can get a bit carried away with the “all for one” routine. And the demands for a public apology from Redd are, well, a tad melodramatic. But the judge did say something rather stupid and offensive and by now we hope he has realized it.
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