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MEDIA RELEASE

for immediate release

Federal Court of Appeals for the First Circuit to hear Alfred Trenker Re-sentencing Appeal and Cross-Appeal on Wednesday, 4 June 2008 


On Wednesday, 4 June, the U.S. Court of Appeals for the First Circuit will hear the appeal and cross-appeals of the April 2007 resentencing of Alfred Trenkler to 37 years in prison.  He was originally sentenced in 1994 by U.S. Federal Judge Rya Zobel to two life terms in prison for his alleged role with the Roslindale Bomb which killed Boston Police Officer Jeremiah Hurley and maimed Officer Francis Foley in 1991.


In the appeals, the U.S. Attorney's office will argue for the reinstatement of the two life sentences and Alfred Trenkler's attorney will argue that 37 years is excessive punishment for the narrowly defined crimes for which he was prosecuted. 

The resentencing process began in December 2005 when Alfred Trenkler wrote a letter to Judge Zobel which claimed that she was not authorized by the statutes in force at the time he was convicted to give him the original double-life term sentence. Those statutes required a jury recommendation before a convicted man could be sentenced either to death or to live in prison for those crimes. There was no such recommendation by Trenkler's jury. In 2006 Judge Zobel appointed attorney Joan Griffin to represent
Trenkler, and in April 2007, Zobel agreed with Trenkler's arguments. She vacated his original sentence and then resentenced him to the rest of his life expectancy, 37 years, dating from 1994.  

Since his 1992 arrest, Alfred Trenkler has protested his innocence, and a website, www.alfredtrenkerinnocent.org, has been created to present the entire case. Also, a 700 page manuscript for the book, Perfectly Innocent, has been written, and it's available online at the website. Hard copies and ecopies of the manuscript have been circulated to the U.S. Attorney's Office and to the Bureau of Alcohol Tobacco and Firearms and the Boston Police Dept. and no challenges have been made to the book's conclusions that both Alfred Trenkler and Thomas A. Shay were perfectly innocent of any involvement in the 1991 Roslindale Bomb. 
    Recently, Trenkler wrote a long letter explaining his innocence.  He began the letter, "First and foremost, from the bottom of my heart, I had absolutely nothing to do with the Roslindale bombing in any way, shape, or form."  The entire letter is posted on his website. 

At the hearing at the Court of Appeals on Wednesday, June 4, Trenkler's claim of actual innocence will likely not be considered by the three judges, as they will focus narrowly on the legality of the re-sentencing.   Trenkler's claim for innocence was submitted to Judge Zobel in a Habeas Corpus motion in October 2007 and awaits her action on that motion.  The U.S. Attorney's Office responded in December 2007, and that response revealed that the Government had destroyed all the evidence in the case in 2005 and 2006.  That was a setback for Trenkler, because part of his proof of innocence rested on the belief that there were fingerprints and DNA amidst layers of black electrical tape which were amidst the debris of the Roslindale Bomb. 

Trenkler's co-defendant, Thomas A. Shay was also convicted in 1993 for the same crimes, but his conviction was overturned by the First Circuit Court of Appeals in 1998 because his defense request for the testimony of a psychiatrist was denied by the trial judge.  Shay was returned to Massachusetts for retrial in 1998, but he pleaded guilty in return for a lesser sentence and was released in 2002.  In 2007 Tom Shay filed motions with the courts to withdraw his guilty plea on the grounds that it was improperly coerced by the U.S. Attorney's office. 

    Tom Shay was returned to Federal prison in August 2007 for probation violations and he is now in prison in Memphis, Tennessee and is scheduled for release in December 2009.


Alfred Trenkler was transferred in February 2008 from his Pennsylvania prison, where he was incarcerated for 14 years, to the Devens Federal Medical prison, due to his heart condition for which he now wears an implanted pacemaker.  He is presently scheduled for release in 2025 at the age of 69.  

Attachment: the Court of Appeals Order for the Hearing. 
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