PROPOSAL: PRELIMINARY RE-INVESTIGATION: ROSLINDALE BOMB CASE.
(based on 9 July 2008 letter from Morrison Bonpasse to U.S. Attorney Michael J. Sullivan, BATFE Agent-in-Charge Glenn Anderson and Boston Police Commissioner, Edward Davis.)

As a complete re-investigation would be a large undertaking, the re-investigation of the Roslindale bomb case can begin with the steps listed below.  Afterwards, the Boston Police Dept. and others will want to decide whether the initial inquiry warrants further investigation.  
1. 
Interview Alfred Trenkler.  A starting point for that interview could be Appendix A of the book, Perfectly Innocent, which contains statements by Alfred Trenkler in response to questions about the case.  Alfred has specifically agreed to any meetings with investigators which may arise from this letter. He is not now represented by counsel on the issue of his innocence.  He is represented by counsel on the issue of the legality and correctness of his sentence, but not on the issue of his innocence.  
2. 
Interview Thomas A. Shay.  A starting point for that interview could be Appendix B of the book, Perfectly Innocent, which contains statements by Thomas Shay in response to questions about the case.  As he is in prison in Memphis, perhaps an agent from a Federal, State or local law enforcement agency could interview him - with a sincere interest in the truth.  Tom has specifically agreed to any meetings with investigators which may arise from this letter.  Tom is presently not represented by counsel, although he has requested that the U.S. District Court and Court of Appeals appoint counsel for him in his Motion to withdraw his 1998 guilty plea. 
3.  Interview Todd Leach.  Todd testified that Alfred Trenkler had used him, at the age of nine, to purchase parts for the 1986 artillery simulator device at a Radio Shack store in Quincy.  In fact, it was Todd Leach's aunt, Donna Shea, who went into a Radio Shack store with Alfred, and Donna paid for the remote control toy car that was incorporated into the 1986 device. Donna Shea testified about that purchase twice before the grand jury.  For a successful interview of Todd Leach, an investigator will want to interview Donna Shea and Todd's mother and Donna's sister, MaryAnn Leach.  MaryAnn gave the M21 simulator to Donna long before the 1986 detonation.  Each of them has confirmed since the 1993 trials that the very young Todd Leach tailored his testimony to the expectations of the prosecutors, as Todd was seeking in 1992-3 to help his uncle John Shea who was in prison.  Such help would come through the expectation of U.S. prosecutor assistance for John Shea in the State Courts, and by gaining some or all of the $65,000 reward for arrest and conviction of the persons responsible for the Roslindale Bomb. For a look at such expectations, see the enclosed 1995 Affidavit from Attorney Edward J. O'Brien who was representing John Shea at the time. If Todd Leach wasn't "used" by Alfred Trenkler to purchase parts for the 1986 device then the prosecution's theory of a modus operandi that this was how the allegedly manipulative Alfred Trenkler did his dirty work falls apart.  The examination of the issue of the 1986 device should also include a careful review of the Massachusetts State report about the device, where there was no mention of a solid state relay or a slide switch or twisted soldered and taped wires or any schematic to indicate where the manually operated toggle switch was wired into the circuit along with the statement that there was no visible damage to the vehicle.
4. 
Interview Michael Coady.  He testified that Alfred Trenkler took him to California and Florida and on a skiing trip and that Alfred gave him, a young teenager, two automobiles, including a 1977 or 1978 Thunderbird.  Coady has stated to members of Alfred Trenkler's family that he would tell the truth about these matters, if he is given immunity from prosecution.  Included in that truth should be an admission that there were no magnets in Alfred Trenkler's car and no loud explosion at a party and no trips to California, Florida and the mountains to ski with Alfred Trenkler.   Before interviewing Coady, an investigator should examine his license and automobile ownership records to establish the background for questions about the alleged gifts of automobiles.  
5.  Interview Thomas L. Shay, father of Thomas A. Shay.  The initial interviews of Mr. Shay were obviously before the trials of his son and Alfred Trenkler, so Boston Police and ATF agents were not aware of Mr. Shay's repeated statements to a psychiatrist about his fear of a bomb being used to kill him and his fear of a bomb placed in or underneath his car.  The investigators were not aware of the then-recent decline in the prospects for Mr. Shay's civil lawsuit arising out of a 1989 firecracker explosion at his body shop garage.  Before interviewing Mr. Shay, investigators should interview his former wife, Nancy Shay, and his two children (in addition to Thomas A. Shay), and two step-children.  Most, if not all, of them believe that Mr. Shay played a substantial role in either the building or acquisition and placement of the Roslindale Bomb. What better way to show that his stated fears were realistic than to arrange for a real bomb to appear?
6. 
Examine the Boston Police Dept. report of 2 November 1991 and related documents regarding the 17 fingerprints found on Mr. Thomas L. Shay's Buick.  Who belongs to those fingerprints, particularly the five fingerprints found underneath the car?
7.
Reexamine the question of how a bomb could have been attached to the bottom of Mr. Shay's car and driven through Metropolitan Boston without falling off, but somehow became detached in Mr. Shay's driveway.  Not known at Alfred Trenkler's trial was that there were at least two high speed bumps at the Chelsea Soldiers Home at the time that Thomas L. Shay said he drove there to visit his uncle. Those bumps were removed in the late 1990's or early 2000's because of employee and visitor complaints that their cars, without bombs underneath, bottomed out on those bumps and caused damage.  An investigator should examine the videotaped efforts to show how a bomb box could have been scraped off the bottom of Mr. Shay's car in his driveway, and ask whether that bomb box was the same size, or substantially larger than the realistic model which was presented at the trial - and which still exists despite the destruction of most other evidence in the case. 

8.  Re-examine the theory that the 1986 device assembled by Alfred Trenkler was built by the same person as the builder of the 1991 Roslindale Bomb.  As former Circuit Court of Appeals Chief Judge Juan Torruella wrote in his 1995 dissent, "Equating the two devices is like equating a BB gun with a high-caliber rifle."  The investigator will want to examine closely a diagram of an M21 artillery flash simulator, exactly like the one which Donna Shea gave to Alfred Trenkler to hook up to a 12-volt charge - which he did without a toggle switch.  There was no dynamite in 1986 and the two 6-volt batteries were connected for exactly the 12 volt charge which was required, as compared to the Roslindale Bomb where the builder created a 45 volt charge where a 1.5 volt charge was required for the blasting caps.
9.  
Interview John Bowden - His 1998 Affidavit regarding statements made to him by David Lindholm, BEFORE Lindholm's 1993 courtroom testimony, adds to the evidence that Lindholm's testimony at Alfred Trenkler's trial was false. Perfectly Innocent describes how Lindholm's statements about his father's attendance at Thayer and Milton academies were false, as were his statements about residing on Whitelawn Avenue in Milton in the early 1960's.  Incidentally, I asked John Bowden, a Charlestown resident, whether his affidavit could violate the "Charlestown Code of Silence" and responded that the Code doesn't apply when the truth is needed to exonerate an innocent man. [Important note: John Bowden is now out of Federal prison and back in Massachusetts. His courage in preparing such an affidavit, and continuing to support its truth while in prison, has been remarkable.] 
10. Interview Morrison Bonpasse.  In the process of building the website, www.alfredtrenklerinnocent.org and writing the 727 page manuscript for the book, Perfectly Innocent, he has become familiar with the case and with its vast volume of documents, and can help investigators in their pursuit of the truth in this case.  Part of his bottom-line approach to this case from the beginning has been that if he found one piece of convincing evidence that Alfred Trenkler was involved in the Roslindale Bomb, he would stop his work on this case entirely.  So far, with over two and one-half years and several thousand hours invested in the search for the truth, he has found no such evidence. 
11. Interview Eleanor McKernan, neighbor of Thomas L. Shay who originally told the Boston Police Dept. that she saw Thomas L. Shay  in his driveway with a black box in his hands minutes prior to the explosion.
12.  Interview Robert Pirrello, nephew of Eleanor McKernan, who stated that when arriving at Eastbourne Street, he saw Thomas L. Shay get out of the neighbor's Mazda with a black 12 X 6 X 2 inch box in his hand and a tool box in the other hand quickly go up his driveway toward the very spot where the bomb would later explode.
14. Interview Mary Flanagan who asked the Boston Police Dept what if she knew something but Thomas L. Shay told her not to say anything.  She also told the psychiatrist treating Thomas L. Shay how paranoid Thomas L. Shay was in the Fall of 1991 regarding house windows, and security lights and looking under the seat of his Buick for a bomb.

