 

----- Original Message ----- 

From: Morrison Bonpasse 

To: Robert Toon, Foley Hoag ; John Pucci, Fierst Pucci & Kane ; Tracy Miner, Mintz Levin ; Sarah Christie, Hassett & Donnelly ; Ralph Martin, Bingham McCutchen ; Michael Mone, Esdaile, Barrett and Esdaile ; Luz A. Arevalo, Greater Boston Legal Services ; Kathy B. Weinman, Dwyer & Collora ; John P. Driscoll, Jr., Nutter McClennon & Fish ; Bill Lee, Wilmer Hale ; Charles Ogletree, Professor, Harvard Law School 

Cc: Alfred W. Trenkler 

Sent: Monday, February 09, 2009 3:40 PM

Subject: Request that the Advisory Committee for Senator Kennedy's nomination for U.S. Attorney select a person who is committed to preventing and correcting wrongful convictions 

Dear Mr. Mone and members of Senator Kennedy's Advisory Committee for a nominee to be U.S. Attorney for Massachusetts,

Thank you for your service on this committee to make recommendations to Senator Kennedy for the next U.S. Attorney for Massachusetts.  It is an extremely important position.

Please recommend to Senator Kennedy a nominee or nominees who will do his or her utmost to prevent and correct wrongful convictions in Federal Court.  Wrongful convictions are a triple tragedy because they bring injustice to the victims of crimes, injustice to those who are wrongfully convicted, and no justice to the real perpetrators.

In 1993 Alfred W. Trenkler and Thomas A Shay were convicted separately in Boston Federal Court for the 1991 bomb that killed Boston Bomb Squad Officer Jeremiah Hurley and maimed his partner, Francis Foley.  Since then, the family of Jeremiah Hurley and Francis Foley and his family have had to relive their loss and tragedy over and over again as appeals have been presented in the hope of justice by the two wrongfully convicted men. Those families deserve closure in this case, and a new U.S. Attorney for Massachusetts can bring that closure to them by initially re-investigating just a few facts in both cases.
The website, www.alfredtrenklerinnocent.org presents almost all of the public documents in both cases, and it has an online copy of the manuscript of my 727 page book, Perfectly Innocent.  After over 100 copies were printed in 2007 and sent to the U.S. Attorney Michael Sullivan and many lawyers and investigators involved in the case, there have been no requests to correct errors which might distract readers from the obvious implications of the title.  There has been no response from Mr. Sullivan to my letters, or to the book, or to any of the three letters from jurors who have written to Judge Zobel to ask her to correct the injustice of their own verdict in the Trenkler case.  That's three out of the three with whom I was able to make contact, and all three decided to to read the book after initial communications.

Forwarded below is an extraordinary email to you from Alfred W. Trenkler, who continues to serve two double life terms for crimes in which he had absolutely zero involvement.  He was a healthy innocent man in 1993, but is now in Devens Medical Center prison, because he wears a pacemaker which was implanted when his heart nearly failed him two years ago. His mother, Josephine Wallace, died this past October, and Alfred was not permitted to visit her or to attend her memorial service in Milton.  He is copied on this email.  (Incidentally, while email may sometimes be a burden to free people, it is a nearly instantaneous miracle for those innocent inmates who were previously out-of-sight and out-of-mind. Alfred's access to email began at the end of October of last year.) 
In yesterday's New York Times on page 23 was the article, "New Efforts Focus on Exonerating Prisoners in Cases Without DNA Evidence."  Dallas County District Attorney Craig Watkins said that the duty of a prosecutor is "to seek justice" [and] "Justice means we right the wrongs of the past."  Mr. Watkins has established a "conviction integrity unit to re-examine the validity of hundreds of convictions."

His comments echo those of Suffolk County District Attorney Dan Conley who wrote in 2004 in the Boston Globe that "I believe that the act of freeing one innocent person wrongly imprisoned is profoundly more important than all the criminals we arrest, prosecute, and convict."  
The information above, and statements of values are hopefully enough to persuade you that your recommended nominees to Senator Kennedy will have at least one significant challenge ahead.  Please ask the candidates what they think of wrongful convictions and how to prevent and correct them, and ask how committed the candidates are to those goals.
 

Please recommend to Senator Kennedy a nominee or nominees who will act in harmony with the values expressed above and who will bring justice to the Roslindale Bomb case, and correct all three of its resulting tragegies.
 

Very truly yours,
 

Morrison
 

Morrison Bonpasse (retired non-practicing member of Mass. Bar.   B.U. Law 1976)
214 South Dyer's Neck Road
P.O. Box 390
Newcastle, ME 04553-0390
207-586-6078 (cell preferred in Jan-Mar 2009, at 207-449-8909)



----- Original Message ----- 
From: TRENKLER, ALFRED W    19377038@inmatemessage.com 
To: morrison@alfredtrenklerinnocent.org  
Sent: Sunday, February 08, 2009 10:13 PM
Subject: Forwarding letter to Advisory Committee for Nominee for U.S. Attorney

Dear Members of Senator Kennedy's U.S. Attorney Nominee Advisory  Committee , 

My name is Alfred W. Trenkler, originally from Milton Mass. In 1993, I was wrongfully convicted of building an explosive device that killed one Boston Police officer and seriously injured another. I say wrongfully, first, because I played no part in this horrendous crime. Second, in the government's rush to put a name and a face on the miscreant responsible for this crime, many short cuts were taken and evidence was discarded and or ignored and never analyzed.   That evidence would have early-on proven the identity of the guilty party and totally cleared me of any wrongdoing and saved much time, expense and effort both on my part and the court(s) and would have closed this case many years ago. 

I urge you to select a US Attorney who will not allow this to happen to any other law abiding citizen and who has the courage to re-examine my case that is becoming more troubling with every passing day. How can it be called justice when cases are tried in the media with smear campaigns and with witnesses of dubious character that were dredged from the pit of this civilized world and coached to make creative statements and give false testimony instead of utilizing good old detective work combined with the use of modern day sophisticated forensic techniques that were available to solve this and many other cases?

A travesty of justice has occurred. I have spent the last 17 years in prison for a crime I had nothing to do with, while the actual perpetrator(s) remains free at all of our expense. The current US Attorney , Michael Sullivan, chose to destroy all the forensic evidence in my case even after being put on notice that I was still actively fighting my case in Federal Court. That destruction of evidence was never mentioned to my defense, or to the US District Court Judge Rya Zobel who is the primary judge in this case, or, for that matter, in any public notice to anyone. In addition, I had learned, prior to my being notified of the destruction of evidence, that a fingerprint had been found on electrical tape from the debris of  the bomb I am accused of building, that the Government had been shown the print prior to my trial. Yet, the print was, according to the BATF, never lifted for identification purposes, nor was my defense expert allowed any further access to the tape to lift the prints that would have proven the identity of the actual bomb builder and my complete and total innocence 

Let's end the conviction of innocent citizens just to increase statistics. Is it not more important to protect the innocent than to ensnare them in the facade of justice?

We need a prosecutor who will demand hard evidence and not rely on bought and paid-for statements from the dregs of society. As an example of what occurred in my case, two people who had been convicted of serious offenses were allowed to go free in exchange for helping the government put me away for life. 

This must stop. I am asking for your help so that I have a chance to return to society where I was a productive, tax-paying citizen. You have the power to find a person who will safeguard against overzealous assistant US Attorneys putting away innocent citizens just to further their careers. 

Sincerely, 

Alfred W. Trenkler /s/
#19377-038
P.O. Box 879 
Devens Federal Medical Center
Ayer, MA 01432
