Progress Note

Tommy Shay - 11/28/80

Today 1 saw Tommy Shay for a one hour interview and reevaluation. I have
seen Tommy only about three or four times since [the beginning of the school year and
gaw Tommy one or two times over the summer. Thdre have been several missed appoint-
ments- were difficulties with transportation to [get Tommy to my office. Although
last Tuesday 1 heard a good report about Tommy from his teacher at school, there have
been a series of incidents which have appeared to indicate that Tommy has been doing
much more poorly at home and in the community. |His mother has reported these to me
in terms of difficulties that Tommy has had with other children in the peighborhood.
On one occasion Tommy was knocked unconscious by another boy who hit him with a
bottle. This last week Tommy was again knocked |unconscious by a boy who hit him with
a rock. There have also, in the last couple of jweeks, been an increasing of incidents
in which Tommy has stolen money from his family] In some instances, this has involved
large amounts of money such as when Tommy took two one hundred dollar bills from his
mother's purse eérlier this week. He apparently was flashing the money around the
neighborhood. He also stole $40.00 in coins fr his father's coin collection and
various lesser amounts of money from his sister|s and mother's purses. Tommy has been
caught on nearly all of these occasions before he has got rid of the money although
that is not the case with his fathers coin colléction. From his mother's report,
Tommy has distributed the money to friends or bgught them various goodies with his
money. He has explained to his mother that he geeds to do that in order to have
friends.

Although Tommy has been caught and severely reprimanded for stealing, he
does it at an even higher rate each time after he is caught. For instance, the day
before yesterday he stole the two one hundred dellar bills after having stolen a
single one hundred dollar bill the night before; Yesterday he stole another ten
dollars from his mother's purse and just this morning stole another twenty dollars
from his mother's purse. On each of these occasions Tommy was caught while he still
had the money. His latest claim is that he owes another boy forty dollars because
that boy gave Tommy forty dollars that that boy|had stolen from his own mother and
that Tommy will get beaten up if he does not pay the forty dollars back. Tommy can
only vaguely account for what he might have done with forty dollars in terms of
buying candy and food.

When 1 met with Tommy today I asked him to give me a detailed description
of the latest incident in which he was hit on the head by a rock thrown by one of his
schoolmates. Tommy could only give a very vague description but it seems that there
was a rock fight going on between two other boys. Tommy came up to the rock fight and
began calling names to one of the boys involved, The other boy then fled on his bicycle
but Tommy stood there until he finally got hit by a rock and knocked out. Apparently
when he was hit he was lying in the middle of a|busy street and even when he woke up
he refused to get up or move until his father finally arrived to take him to the
hospital. Today Tommy said that he was going to call the boy up who hit him on the
head and tell him that he was going to throw a tock at him. Then he thought he would
go try to meet the boy down on the street even though the boy was much bigger than
him and he thought maybe he would get hit again|by another rock. 1t seems that Tommy
demonstrated in his story about this incident, his own involvement in getting himself
hurt. Tommy seems to very much like the kind of attention that he gets because of
these kinds of happenings and rather freely put himself in danger and even probably
provokes trouble from other children so that hel might get hurt.
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