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The bomb that killed Boston Police Officer Jeremiah J. Hurley Jr. was made of a high explosive "more powerful than a small pipe bomb or hand grenade," authorities said yesterday as they searched for evidence and for an explanation for the presence of the bomb at the home of a Roslindale couple. 

As specialized federal, state and Boston police investigators, many on their hands and knees, "combed every blade of grass" in the backyard of 39 Eastbourne St., Suffolk District Attorney Newman Flanagan assumed control of the investigation yesterday because Hurley's death is now considered a homicide. A spokesman for Flanagan said there would be no information released while the investigation was under way. 

Investigators spent a great deal of time yesterday searching a large white truck parked in the driveway, very close to where the bomb exploded. A source said several items "consistent with what was in the bomb" were taken from inside the truck. Investigators, however, were cautious about the significance of the confiscated items because they might be found at anyone's home. 

Law enforcement sources said investigators are "suspicious" about the version of events given by Thomas L. Shay, who lives at 39 Eastbourne St. and discovered the device on Sunday. So far, however, investigators have unearthed nothing to counter his account.
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