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Tilting justice’s scales

U.S. District Court Judge
Rya Zobel seems hell-bent
on keeping Thomas A. Shay
Jr. from spending the rest of
his life behind bars. Shay is
the sterling fellow federal of-
ficials believe attached a
bomb to the underside of his
father’s car 20 months ago.
The bomb, which exploded,
killed a Boston police officer,
Jeremiah Hurley, and per-
manently disabled and
maimed Officer Francis Fo-
ley.

Zobel has already bent
over backwards for Shay, al-
lowing him not one, not two,
but three court-appointed at-
torneys. Defendants unable
toretain counsel are general-
ly assigned one court ap-
pointed lawyer at the stan-
dard rate of $60 per hour for
in-court time and $40 for out-
of-court time.

Shay's gaggle of defenders
— one of whom costs $200 per
hour for all court time —
dunsthestate a grand total of
$335 an hour. Zobel’s coddling
of Shay is not just unusual;
it's costly.

Federal attorneys have
filed a motion challenging
Shay'sright to three lawyers
at taxpayer expense. But Zo-
bel has yet to rule on that.

Instead, this week she fur-
ther undermined the govern-
ment's case by ruling inad-

missible the testimony of

Dwayne Armbrister, a Radio

*

Shack clerk, who has said
that 10 days before the explo-
sion he sold Shay compon-
ents found in the bomb.

Because of Zobel's ruling, a
jury willnot hear Armbrister
testify that on Oct. 18, 1991, a
customer walked into the Ra-
dio Shack store across the
street from the Christian
Science Monitor at 2:30 p.m.
and bought a toggle switch,
an AA battery holder, and a
smalllamp capable of testing
circuitry.

A jury will not hear Arm-
brister read the name on the
receipt this customer signed:
“Sahy"” — potentially “Shay”
with the two middle letters
transposed. Or hear him re-
peat the last four digits of the
customer's phone number —
Shay’s father’s phone num-
ber, again with two digits
transposed.

A jury will not hear Arm-
brister explain why he didn’t
immediately identify Shay
when shown his picture by
authorities; but how when he
did make the identification,
he was positive the man he
waited on was Shay.

Zobel's exclusion of evi-
dence that a jury should have
theright to hear, and her spe-
cial treatment of Thomas
Shay, are not justice.

A courtroom is supposed to
be an even playing field. Zo-

_bel’s courtroom seems
‘rather dangerously tilted.




