ANALYSIS: 18 October 1991 Radio Shack Receipt       Rev. 25 October 2010

Background:  The prosecution in the U.S. v. Trenkler case introduced into evidence a purported Radio Shack receipt, #098973, "("receipt") dated 18 October 1991 at 2:36 p.m. on which appeared six items:

270-391   4 AA Battery Holder

275-602   SPST Toggle Switch

272-1133 PK 2 150 Lamps

272-356   Plas Lamp Holder

270-220   BX 4 X 2 X 7/8 (box)

270-223   BX 6 X3.15X1.84 (box)

Of the six items, it was alleged that contacts found amidst the debris of the Roslindale Bomb came from an SPST Toggle Switch, as was sold by Radio Shack in its #275-602 package.  One of the six items above was a #275-602 toggle switch package.


The "receipt" form had a line for customer name, but the number "5100" was input on the left hand side and the number "10 : 3780" on the right hand side.  The printing was in a different font and larger font size than the other information on the receipt, e.g. the Radio Shack Store address and the list of the items purchased.


The next line was for "Street, Route, Box", and the name "SAHY JYT" was printed on that line, also in a different font and larger font size than the other information on the receipt.


The third line was for City, State, and Zip Code, and "Boston", "MA" and "02115" were entered.


It was claimed by the prosecution at the trials of Thomas A. Shay and, later, of Alfred Trenkler, that "SAHY JYT" was actually meant to be input as "SHAY JRT" with the "JR" being for "Junior" and "T" for "Tom."  Further it was claimed by the prosecution that Thomas A. Shay purchased these items on 18 October 1991 at the direction of Alfred Trenkler, on the theory that Alfred had a modus operandi (MO) of having others purchase items for him. In 1986, the allegation was that he had a 11 year old boy, Todd Leach, the nephew of his friend's wife, Donna Shea, purchase items in a Radio Shack for the 1986 device.

There are many problems with the prosecution's theory, and there is absolutely no connection between Alfred Trenkler and the "Receipt."

1. Receipt.  The 18 October 1991 "receipt" may not be a real receipt.  A 1998 letter, and 1999 Affidavit, from a Tandy Corporate attorney, Robert Blair, stated that there was no record of that receipt on the corporate books.  There was no record of the sale of $9.91.

2. JYT SAHY If the "receipt" is real, then it should be treated as a "business record" and for what it appears to be, i.e. for a person named "JYT SAHY."
  Perhaps that person was a student at a local school or college, who was working on a science or electrical project of some kind, where all six of the purchased items could be used.  

3. Sahy's in U.S. and world. If the "receipt" is real but not for "JYT SAHY," then it could have been for a lot of other people besides Thomas A. Shay.  There are thousands of people in the U.S. with the last name of Sahy or longer variations, such as Sahyoun, and Sahyouni. Also, there were and are many foreign students in Boston with similar names.  


Thomas A. Shay was not a "Junior" to his father, Thomas L. Shay.  Thus, he never introduced himself as "Jr." to anyone, but only as "Tom Shay."  Even if Tom Shay did give his name as "Jr."  there was no evidence that the clerk who entered the information, Dwayne Armbrister, had any record of inaccurate inputting of names, with the suffix (Jr.) before the first name.  There was no evidence that he had ever made so many typographical errors so as to convert a "Shay" into a "Sahy", and a "Thomas, Jr." i.e. "JRT",  into a "JYT."   Similarly, there was no evidence as to what the "5100" represented and what the "10 : 3780" represented.  The prosecution alleged that Armbrister was really entering Thom Shay's father's phone number, the last digits of which were "7380," but that would have been a fourth typo in that short invoice.  At Alfred Trenkler's trial, Dwayne Armbrister said that the "5100" was given to him in response to his question about the customer's phone number, and the customer gave "SAHY JYT" in response to the request for Street Address.


It's not known where the "3780" came from.  At the time, and not for many years, had Thomas A. Shay lived with his father and he rarely called him.  Why would he give his father's phone number?  


Finally, the Zip Code of 02115 is not a zip code of either of Tom Shay's parents' homes. It's the Zip Code of the 197 Mass. Ave Radio Shack store.


To better analyze these issues, it would have been useful to analyze the Store's 100 receipts before the alleged 2:36 p.m. transaction and the 100 afterwards, but those documents were never made available to the defense and are now presumably destroyed.

4.  Switch not unique.  The switch contained in the Radio Shack 275-602 package was not unique to Radio Shack, and even within Radio Shack it was sold not just in the 275-602 package. That switch was manufactured by a Chinese company, Shin Chin, for many customers, including Radio Shack, as an #R13-2 switch.  Radio Shack also sold a Shin Chin #R13-4 which was a DPDT (Double Pole Double Throw) switch which was sold by Radio Shack number in a #275-666 package.  Radio Shack also packaged these two switches together with two #R13-2's and one #R13-4, in a 3-switch package labeled 275-322.  Thus, if the contacts in the Roslindale Bomb did come from a Shin Chin #R13-2, and IF they came from a Radio Shack purchase, they could have come from a 275-602 package (as was purportedly purchased on 18 October 1991) or in a 275-322 package.  The government never checked for the purchasers of the 275-322 packages.


The Shin Chin #R13-2 was sold worldwide and incorporated into hundreds of consumer items, which could have been imported into the U.S., and from which such a switch could have been cannibalized.


Even within the United States, there were other distributors of the #R13-2 such as the "Mountain Switch 103-0132-EVX, which is marketed by Mouser, a Texas electronics distribution company.

5. Switch was electromechanical.  The 
#R13-2 toggle switch is a clumsy electromechanical switch.  Alfred Trenkler was an electrical engineer and he knew how to make an electrical connection without having a motor physically push an object into an electromechanical switch to make it turn on.  In the 1986 device, there were no moving parts as he used a "reliable solid state relay."

6. Alfred Trenkler had supply of switches.   Alfred had an ample supply of switches in his personal collection which he had assembled over the years. Thus, he had absolutely no need to purchase a new switch from anyone. As noted above, even if he needed a switch, he wouldn't purchase an electromechanical switch.  Why would anyone building a bomb, the origin of which should be kept as secret as possible, purchase a new switch, when reliable switches are otherwise available?


Similarly, the bomb was built by someone who connected five 9-volt batteries together in series which produced a 45-volt charge when only 1.5 volts were needed to detonate a blasting cap.  Alfred Trenkler knew how to connect batteries in series and in parallel when he was in elementary school, long before his degree in electrical engineering. 

7. Modus Operandi - Purchase by Proxies.  The prosecution's theory, as noted above, was that Alfred Trenkler used proxies to purchase items to which he didn't want to be connected.  The Government claimed that in 1986, Alfred Trenkler used a 9 year old boy, Todd Leach, to purchase items for the 1986 device at a Radio Shack. However, it was Todd's aunt, Donna Shea who, TOGHETHER WITH ALFRED TRENKLER, purchased a remote control toy car so that Alfred could detonate remotely her M-21 Artillery Simulator from a safe distance, as part of a practical joke. Aside from the toy car, purchased with Donna Shea's $20 bill, there were no other purchases made for assembling the M-21 together with the remote control 

device. Donna Shea testified about that purchase to the Grand Jury and Todd Leach had no part in any such purchase.  


Alfred assembled the remote control portion of the toy car together with the M-21 Artillery Simulator openly at a group picnic, and where Todd Leach did participate.  There was no anticipated need for secrecy and no need for a proxy to purchase any item. 

8. Proximity of electronic stores, including Radio Shack.  Alfred Trenkler had been an electronics enthusiast since childhood and he knew the location of almost every Radio Shack store, and other electronic store, in eastern Massachusetts, and he had kept 97 receipts from such stores since 1980.  IF he needed a switch on 18 October 1991, there was absolutely no need to drive from his new office in Weymouth, where he was meeting with his accountant, to Boston to assist Thomas A. Shay in purchasing a switch - and five other items the purposes for which have never been guessed, except as part of a science experiment for "JYT SAHY."

9. Suspect Identification of Tom Shay at the Mass. Ave. Radio Shack Store.   Tom Shay has denied making the purchases identified in the 18 October 1991 Radio Shack Receipt.  It was his mother's birthday, and he has stated that he purchased two kittens for her on that day, but he does not have the receipt.  An initial identification by Radio Shack employee, Allan Kingsbury, of the purchasers of the six items on the 18 October Receipt was that there were two dark-skinned Middle Eastern men. Later, much later, Dwayne Armbrister said that he recognized Tom Shay because of a scar on his lip.  However, Thomas A. Shay has no such scar on his lip. The only "scar" to which Mr. Armbrister could have been referring was to a defect in a police photograph of Thomas A. Shay which made it appear that Thomas A. Shay had a scar.


In addition, Thomas A. Shay was known, at least by appearance, to several employees of the 197 Mass. Ave. Radio Shack store as he was a paid sexual partner of the roommate, Edward Carrion, of the Radio Shack store manager, George Nightingale.  Carrion testified at Thomas A. Shay's trial that on the night of Friday, 18 October 1991, Tom Shay came to his apartment, but Carrion refused to see him.  

10. Denial of Thomas A. Shay.  Despite his responses in his television interview with Karen Marinella, Tom Shay has consistently insisted that he made no purchases at the 197 Mass. Ave Radio Shack Store in Boston.  In Thomas A. Shay's 6 May 2010 Affidavit, these are his statements relevant to the 18 October 1991 Radio Shack Receipt:

45) George Nightingale was the Manager of the 197 Massachusetts Ave.  Radio Shack store in Boston in October of 1991, where I allegedly purchased six items on October 18, 1991, one of which allegedly was part of the October 28 Roslindale Bomb.  He was not happy with me because I had a relationship with his young lover at the same time as his ongoing relationship.
46)  Ed Carrion had taken me to the 197 Mass Ave. Radio Shack to visit his roommate, George Nightingale.  Ed took things from the Radio Shack store.
47)  There was a $50K reward, later increased to $65K, for information in this case and the Boston police and the ATF had made it known to Radio Shack employees Dwayne Armbrister, Alan Kingsbury and Nightingale that I was a suspect in this case.

48) I did not go to that Radio Shack for any reason on October 18, 1991 and did not make the purchase attributed to me of six items at 2:36 p.m. or any other time on that day. During the investigation of this case and during the trials, I had a clear memory of that day, because it was my mother's birthday.  I was with my friend, Russ Bonanno, and on that day I purchased two kittens for my mother.
49)  I never knew about any Radio Shack connection to the 1991 bombing, nor of any receipt from Radio Shack, until my attorney, William McPhee, showed me the October 18, 1991 six-item receipt, which Assistant U.S. Attorney Paul Kelly sent to me on or around May of 1992....
57)  Since I believed what Assistant U.S. Attorney Paul Kelly and ATF agents Jeff Kerr and Tom D'Ambrosio told me, that Alfred Trenkler was pursuing a deal by helping the government against me, I began giving "proffer" statements based upon what the government had told me, and I knew what they wanted to hear, about such subjects as the alleged Radio Shack purchase, the remote control aspect, Alfred Trenkler's past 1986 "bomb" and the mention of quarter-sized magnets....
72)  The week before the October 17, 1992 Channel 56 interview, Jeffrey Kerr of the ATF told me that they needed something substantial if I was to get a deal down to three years in prison. Jeffrey Kerr, AUSA Paul Kelly and I were up in Paul Kelly's office where Kelly showed me the Radio Shack receipt as a reminder of what McPhee had shown me. Between all the suggestions and conversations with the Boston Police, the ATF and AUSA Paul Kelly and the media, I did what I did best. I wove it all into a story, with the receipt and the contents of the bomb, which later proved to be wrong, i.e., a lie, and to put the spin to Karen Marinella, who herself poked holes in my glorious need for attention.

In conclusion, the purported 18 October 1991 Radio Shack receipt provides no credible information about the origin of the switch contacts which were found amidst the debris of the 28 October 1991 Roslindale Bomb.  

Morrison Bonpasse

P.O. Box 390

Newcastle, ME 04553

207-586-6078

