ANALYSIS OF CHANNEL 56 VIDEOTAPED INTERVIEW OF THOMAS A. SHAY BY KAREN MARINELLA.

On 17 October 1992 Karen Marinella of Channel 56 interviewed Thomas A. Shay in the Plymouth County Jail.  Portions (in bold italics) of the interview were shown to the juries in the trials of Thomas A. Shay and Alfred Trenkler.
Below are presented in italics the statements by Thomas A. Shay as they pertain to Alfred Trenkler or which are known to be false.  Presented in bold are Alfred Trenkler's comments.
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(The opening statement of Thomas A. Shay).  "I never asked Al Trenkler to - to do any type of physical harm by use of explosive or otherwise.  He did this on his own without my knowledge, and I don't really know why."
Alfred Trenkler had nothing to do with the 1991 bomb. Shay's statement to Karen Marinella contradicts his 25 March 1992 "Press Release" from a San Francisco jail, which said, "The Federal officers told me that one of my friends, Al Trenkler of Boston, who builds satellites, was a suspect in building the bomb.  I feel this is not true, and I know this is not true." (See website, Chronology)
"I did make purchases of electronic goods at a number of stores for Trenkler, but my knowledge of what I was buying was for Trenkler's work".
Alfred Trenkler never requested Thomas A. Shay to make any purchases of anything, anywhere, in any store.  No witnesses ever stated that they saw Thomas A. Shay and Alfred Trenkler in any store together.  Alfred customarily paid for his purchases with a company check. 
"After the explosion, I knew who built it because he said in September, early October of 1991, that he was building me a surprise.  I really didn't know what it was.  I thought it was [a] remote control car."
Alfred Trenkler never told Thomas A. Shay that he was building him a surprise.  Shay made the same claim to Assistant U.S. Attorney Paul Kelly, but Kelly later wrote in his 10 November 1992 "Memo to File," (See website, Chronology) "4. The whole story about Trenkler building him some unknown 'surprise' was a hoax." 
  Alfred Trenkler never built anything for Thomas A. Shay and never gave him anything, except four rides in his car in June and July 1991.  The fifth and last time Alfred Trenkler saw Thomas A. Shay was a chance encounter in Boston in August 1991.  
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"In October, I saw some electrical equipment in a bag, and he said it was part of my surprise.  We dumped this bag in a 300 depth [sic] of water. He said the cops would never find the stuff, and I didn't know what that meant."

Alfred Trenkler never said to Thomas A. Shay that any electrical equipment he owned was to be part of any surprise for Shay.  Alfred Trenkler never dumped anything with Thomas A. Shay anywhere and never said anything about police not finding anything.   

Alfred Trenkler never saw Thomas A. Shay again after a chance encounter in Boston in August, 1991.  In October, Alfred was working 6-7 days a week on the Channel 68, Christian Science and Videocom microwave system as well as remodeling his Broad Street Weymouth office.

"The ATF incited [sic] a 100-man diving task force to find the package."   

Local and ATF investigators spent tens of thousands of dollars looking for evidence in locations identified by Thomas A. Shay, but found nothing.  These wild-goose-chase searches included using a Woods Hole-based submarine in the Quincy quarries.  
Assistant U.S. Attorney Paul Kelly, wrote in his 10 November 1992 "Memo to File," (See website, Chronology) "5. He never accompanied Trenkler to the Quincy quarry, or participated with him in disposing of evidence."
By order of the federal government and the federal authorities I cannot disclose the whereabouts of the package.

This statement is absurd on its face. 
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"I met Al Trenkler in 1989, possibly early 1990, at a bar, and I got a ride home to Quincy from him, and he was a student at Wentworth Tech.  He was into electronics.  I - I'm into building things and that's how I kind of got to know him, basically, an acquaintance like a very good friend. "
Alfred Trenkler first met Thomas A. Shay at a White Hen convenience store in Back Bay, Boston, in June of 1991 when Shay asked for a ride home.  Alfred Trenkler graduated from Wentworth Institute in 1977, 14 years earlier.
In 1989, Alfred Trenkler was living and working in Hull, Mass. with no car.  He did not own a car until September of 1990.
PAGES 5-6.
"Let me say Al Trenkler and I shared that I was abused as a child under the Department of Social Services care sexually, and so wasn't he by his father, and I think because of this, he thinks that my father put me in the Department of Social Services and then he went beserk out of his mind and possibly went out and built this surprise for me to make me maybe happy, you know, but-" 

From their very limited conversations during four rides in June/July 1991, all at Shay's request, and one chance encounter in August, 1991, Thomas A. Shay told Alfred Trenkler extremely little about his background, but enough for Trenkler to see that Shay was a troubled young man.  Beyond sympathy, Alfred Trenkler expressed no other reaction to Shay's statements about his life. 

Alfred Trenkler was NOT abused by his father, NOR by his stepfather, and has never stated nor implied otherwise to anyone, anywhere, at any time. 

Regarding the "surprise", see the statement above by Assistant U.S. Attorney Paul Kelly in his 10 November 1992 "memo to file" that this claim by Shay of a "surprise" was a hoax. 
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"You see, he's an acquaintance.  I would talk to him once a month, maybe twice a - twice a month.  You know, it wasn't like I was with him twenty-four seven."

Indeed it wasn't.  Alfred Trenkler met Thomas A. Shay in June of 1991 and gave him four car rides to Shay's requested destinations in June and July, and saw him again in August, once, in a chance meeting.  Alfred Trenkler never called Thomas A. Shay and never talked with him on the phone, except to call him to tell him to stop calling.  That's five face-to-face encounters and one telephone call over a period of June-July-August, 1991.
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"Three years." [in response to the question by Karen Marinella, "But your relationship or your friendship or your acquaintance went over a period of two years?"]

"Three years" is false, as the period was three months. 

Afred Trenkler was not living in Boston in 1989 and did not own a car until September of 1990.
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"We, you know, went out and did things.  Went bowling and the movies and stuff like that."

Alfred Trenkler never "did" anything with Thomas A. Shay except four rides and a telephone call.  Alfred Trenkler and Thomas A. Shay never went bowling together and never saw a single movie together.  The last time Alfred Trenkler went bowling was in the 1980's. 
PAGE 6-7
"Friends.  Well, ac- he was an acquaintance. I have friends that I spend twenty-four/seven with and I have friends that I talk to every now and then." 

[Marinella,"And he was one of those-somebody you'd see now and then."]  

"Right "

See above.  None of Thomas A. Shay's friends, who were interviewed by ATF and Boston investigators, knew Alfred Trenkler.
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"We have the same feelings. We have - he was abused and I was abused, and we relate."

Alfred Trenkler was never abused by anyone, at any time.
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"We cried together"

Alfred Trenkler and Thomas A. Shay did not cry together.  Further, Alfred Trenkler never cried in the presence of Shay and Thomas A. Shay never cried in the presence of Trenkler.
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"He was angry that it - that it had happened to me and maybe that was my father's fault or my mother's fault because it was in those schools."

Alfred Trenkler was never angry about any part of Thomas A. Shay's past life.  Thomas A. Shay never told him about any such schools.  Alfred Trenkler was angered, however, by Thomas A. Shay's lying to him and his request for Trenkler's business card under false pretenses and by his annoying phone messages.  As Thomas A. Shay told Alfred Trenkler nothing about his upbringing, except from what might be inferred on that first request ride "home" when Shay remembered that his father really didn't want him "home".  Alfred Trenkler felt no anger toward Shay's father nor toward his mother.  
Thomas A. Shay bragged to many people that he was an EMT(Emergency Medical Technician), MBTA Police Officer, Bloomingdales Security Officer, male masseuse and a psychologist - positions he could not possibly have accomplished at his apparent young age. 
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"So he builds a bomb, tries to kill my father and thinks that I'm going to be happy over it, maybe even thinks that I'm going to collect a half million dollars because my father's in a lawsuit with some people."

Alfred Trenkler never even knew the name of Thomas A. Shay's father, nor where he lived.  Thomas A. Shay never told Alfred Trenkler about his father's lawsuit against the Dedham Service Center.  Alfred Trenkler never hurt anyone in his life.  In fact, he was involved as a volunteer in rescuing people.  At the time, Fall of 1991, Alfred Trenkler was in the middle of a large business contract with the Christian Science Society and was remodeling his Weymouth office.
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"I was helping [by the claimed purchase at Radio shack] to purchase stuff for his work to build antennas or lights or whatever."

Alfred Trenkler never requested Thomas A. Shay to make any purchases of anything, anywhere, in any store, for any purpose.
Alfred Trenkler installed microwave equipment provided by his customers.  There is no microwave equipment sold by Radio Shack. 
PAGE 9
"Because I like to handle money and he's got, you know mega hundred dollar bills... but Al had me go in there and purchased these things.  He said, go across the street.  He gave me a list. I went in there.  I got the stuff.  Al came in behind me, and he knew that I like to purchase, you know, I like to be the guy with the money and, you know, go out to a restaurant whatever, and buy the stuff."

Alfred Trenkler never had a hundred dollar bill at any time in the presence of Thomas A. Shay.  Alfred Trenkler never requested Thomas A. Shay to make any purchases of anything, anywhere, in any store, for any purpose.  Alfred Trenkler always paid for his work-related purchases from a joint business checking account.  Alfred Trenkler never gave Thomas A. Shay a list for anything to buy.  Alfred Trenkler never went into any store with Thomas A. Shay, either before or after.  
Thomas A. Shay was never at any of Alfred Trenkler's work sites.  To get into the Christian Science site, he would have had to be screened by Security and recorded; and there is no record of Shay ever coming to that site.  
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[Marinella: "But you went with him on a trip where explosives were purchased?"]
"But not the explosives that were in the bomb."

Alfred Trenkler has never purchased explosives, and never went on such a trip with Thomas A. Shay.  The only time the two traveled together were in four car rides to destinations requested by Thomas A. Shay, e.g. home, Randy Stoller's workplace in Attleboro, a non-party and then to his mother's home in Quincy and to Fleet Bank in Boston.
Assistant U.S. Attorney Paul Kelly wrote in his 10 November 1992 "Memo to File," (See website, Chronology) "8. There was no trip to Vermont and Canada with Trenkler to obtain munitions from some 'Soldier of Fortune' camp."
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[Marinella: "what was he saying to you that this was going to be used for?"]

"For antennas, for towers, that something was broken in Norwood or the tower that he works at in Hingham."

Alfred Trenkler had no customers in Norwood and nothing was "broken" there, and certainly nothing that Thomas A. Shay could help fix with a small retail purchase.  Alfred Trenkler never worked on any project, whether a tower or otherwise, in Hingham. 
Thomas A. Shay was never able to take the ATF investigators to any  alleged tower where he went with Alfred Trenkler.

PAGES 11-12 [text in bold italics shown to the jury]
[Marinella: "And this was over what? a three month period of time or so?"

"Yeah.  I must have gone to, I'd say between 25 and 50 stores with him and purchased all kinds of stuff, but everything - there's only two things that I purchased that were inside tht explosive device that killed Officer Hurley and -"

[Marinella: "What were those two things?"]

"The toggle switch and the AA battery holder."
Alfred Trenkler never went to a single store with Thomas A. Shay to buy anything. Not one.  No witness has ever claimed otherwise. 
Thomas A. Shay was wrong about the battery holder and toggle switch.  The AA Battery holder was not a Radio Shack product, as it came from the Futaba remote control receiver.  Subsequent analysis has shown that the toggle switch was not a Radio Shack product, either.

PAGE 12
"I mean, actually, the only weird part about it [the purchases] was all the money that I got back from - in the receipts, I got to keep the receipts.... Trying to find them at my house right now, and I got to keep the money, you know. If I paid with a 50, and it was $5 worth of stuff, I got to keep the $45. "

No such receipts were found by Thomas A. Shay as none ever existed as he never made the claimed purchases with Alfred Trenkler.   There was never a $50 purchase, nor a purchase for any other amount, and Thomas A. Shay never kept the change for any such non-purchase.
The Government never produced any receipts that Thomas A. Shay spoke about for a simple reason: there were none.
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"I thought it was kind of weird that he was letting me keep all the money atfer I spend those fifties and hundreds."

There were no purchases, no fifties and no hundreds. Never.  None. 
Alfred Trenkler paid for his purchases with company checks, drawn on a Shawmut Bank account in Quincy, Mass.
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[Marinella: "-did you think...he was building?"
"- a surprise.  I started to think, you know, what has he - I thought he was building me a remote control car because I had loved-"

[Marinella: 'Mm-hmm-"] 
"- to play, you know, cars and trucks similar to the stuff and, you know, then he said, I'm - we're going to go and dump this stuff, I'm going to go out, you know, and go dump this stuff under 300 depth of water.  I'm thinking - he says, you know, the police are never going to find it, and I said to myself, what does he mean by this.  The police?  What's the police have to do with my surprise?"

Alfred Trenkler never gave anything to Thomas A. Shay except four car rides to requested destinations, and one of his business cards.  
There was never a "surprise".  Assistant U.S. Attorney Paul Kelly, but Kelly later wrote in his 10 November 1992 "Memo to File," (See website, Chronology) "4. The whole story about Trenkler building him some unknown 'surprise' was a hoax." 
 There was never any discussion about dumping anything in water, whether it be 3 feet of water, 20 feet or 300 feet. There was never any mention of hiding anything from the police. 
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[Marinella: "Did you ask?"]

"I did ask what the police had to do with my surprise, and he just said, you know, mumbled something.  I don't know."

Thomas A. Shay never asked Alfred Trenkler about the purpose for the purchases, because there were no purchases and he never asked about a "surprise" and he never asked Alfred Trenkler about the relationship of the police to the "surprise". There was no "surprise" and there was no predictable interest by the police in any such non-surprise.   
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"Yeah.  I didn't know anything about actual bombs. Never mind the stuff we talked about, but actual bombs being made like the 1986 bomb what was found in the Quincy Fish Company truck, I never knew anything about that until the 28th."

Alfred Trenkler discussed very little of his personal life with Thomas A. Shay and that little amount did not include any mention of Alfred's role with the 1986 M-21 Hoffman artillery simulator placed and ignited on the side of a truck in Quincy.  Thus, Shay's denial of knowledge of the 1986 incident, before 28 October 1991, is surely true.  Thomas A. Shay must have learned about that 1986 incident from the Boston Police or from the ATF agents when he was questioned by them or from the many newspaper articles.
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"Alfred Trenkler's lawyer w__ go make - Terry Segal went to make a deal with Paul Kelly.  Paul Kelly would neither give me the deal, a person that is not violent, that h__ no."

Alfred Trenkler's attorney was Terry Segal, but he never sought to make any kind of a deal with Assistant U.S. Attorney Paul Kelly, because Alfred Trenkler was completely innocent of any involvement.  He had no information to offer the Government. He had nothing to offer the government. 
In fact, only Thomas A. Shay was offered any deal by the U.S. Attorney's Office, and that was with the goal of snaring Alfred Trenkler. 
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"... and he [Paul Kelly] knows that Al Trenkler is the dangerous one..."

Alfred Trenkler has always been, and continues to be, a non-violent person.
PAGE 16
"... Al Trenkler told the police only me and Tom Shay know, he said, we're the only people that know.  He went to Paul Kelly and said, I want to make a deal... I believe that Al Trenkler, if he gives himself up, will say Tom Shay had no involvement because I had no actual involvement, no knowledge, until after it exploded."

Alfred Trenkler said nothing like that to the Boston police nor to the ATF agents nor to the Asst. U.S. Attorney, and nothing like that was ever recorded in any of the voluminous reports of this case. 
Alfred Trenkler has  never spoken to Paul Kelly about any deal.  The only one offered a deal by Paul Kelly was Thomas A. Shay, but Shay was deemed untruthful.

To this day, Alfred Trenkler has never spoken with Paul Kelly. 

PAGE 17-18
"I was not sure that Al Trenkler did it or not.  There is still a piece missing in the case. Al Trenkler doesn't know it....There's a - still a piece missing and the puzzle can't be solved until we get that piece. How did my father know it was a bomb?"

Alfred Trenkler definitely does not know who built the bomb and didn't know anything about it until he read a newspaper account in his chiropractor's office on Wednesday afternoon on 30 October. 
Thomas L. Shay had predicted the placement of a bomb underneath his car prior to the incident.
PAGE 19
[Marinella: "You haven't - when was the last time you heard from Al Trenkler?"

"1991, before - well, I got a - I got a note through a guard at the Nashua Street jail in Boston, but I can't prove that."

[Marinella: "Saying?"

"From Al Trenkler saying he wanted to talk to me.  Said don't tell them anything, you know, don't say anything about your purchases.  That's exactly what it said." 

Alfred Trenkler had not talked with Thomas A. Shay since August, 1991 and not after the 28 October 1991 bomb explosion either.  Alfred Trenkler wrote no notes to Thomas A. Shay in jail and no such note has been found.  To the contrary, the Government and Shay's and Trenkler's attorneys have copies of several letters to and from Thomas A. Shay at several jails.   None was to or from Alfred Trenkler.  Thomas A. Shay cannot prove that he received such a letter, because it never was written.
PAGE 20
[Marinella: "Okay. In the course of your relationship with Mr. Al Trenkler, you never sat down and talked about how you could get revenge on your father or -"]

"Nope, Nope, nope."

Alfred Trenker and Thomas A. Shay never sat down to talk about anything of such a nature.
PAGE 22
"I never said that I disliked my father or anything like that to Al Trenkler.  I said that it's my father's responsibility of why I was in those schools."

[Marinella: "Mm-hmm."]

"Al Trenkler took it as, gees, this guy's a real asshole.  You know?"

Except for Thomas A. Shay telling Alfred Trenkler that he could not be driven to his father's home, after all, on that first requested ride "home", Thomas A. Shay said nothing to Alfred Trenkler about his father, nor about his years in institutions for children and adolescents.

In fact, Thomas A. Shay had Alfred Trenkler drive him to a house on Richmond Street in Dorchester claiming this was his father's house, but that was another lie. 

PAGE 23

"I'm telling you, we share that same thing... Al Trenkler was abused by other people... He couldn't get back at his father so he decides to get back at my father....  That's how Paul Kelly sees it. That's how the Feds see it.  That's how I see it."

Alfred Trenkler had nothing in common with Thomas A. Shay, and that certainly did not include any measure of any kind of abuse as defined by Thomas A. Shay.  
PAGE 31
"I never saw Al Trenkler build the bomb so he might not have, but little pieces ad up.  I purchased the Radio Shack stuff for Al Trenkler. Then the stuff's found in the bomb that killed the cop.  Al Trenkler's the one that had the stuff so Al Trenkler must have built it, the one that has something of building a bomb. He's in electronics and, also, like a fingerprint, the bomb that he built  '86 is exactly - there's only two different things about it was what I was told by the Feds, what - what was in the bomb.  It was like a fingerprint in '86 to the '91."

Thomas A. Shay purchased nothing for Alfred Trenkler and it's doubtful, even though claimed by the Government, that there were any Radio Shack parts in the 1991 bomb.  There was never any offer of proof that any of the items allegedly purchased by Thomas A. Shay at the 197 Mass. Ave Radio Shack store was actually found to be part of the bomb.  No evidence whatsoever. 
In fact, the photo's of the "Shay bomb" switch remains by the ATF did not match the Radio Shack 275-602 toggle switch.  Nothing in the "Shay bomb" came from Radio Shack.
PAGE 32
"... I have investigative techniques.  In my mind I can put things together. Once Terry Segal - my lawyer Jefferson Boone told me that Terry Segal was trying to make a deal with this, I thought to myself, shit.  You know?  Why should he be making the deal?  I had nothing to do with this.  My story doesn't corroborate.  I, but if I had - if there were two of me, if I was twins, I'd bet my other half, his life or my life, I should say, that Al Trenkler's going to come in and say Tom Shay didn't have anything to do with this, this is the story. "

Alfred Trenkler's lawyer, Terry Segal, did not try to negotiate a plea with the U.S. Attorney's office. 
Jefferson Boone never said so, to anyone. 

 An innocent man should not have to plead guilty to a crime he did not commit.  As far as Alfred Trenkler knows, Thomas A. Shay had no role in the building or placement of the "Shay bomb" either.
PAGE 33
"He's [Trenkler] the dangerous one... He's the one that built it."

Alfred Trenkler had absolutely no role in the building and placement of the "Shay bomb". 
PAGE 34
"... Every time I was in Paul Kelly's office, the U.S. Attorney's office, I always said Al Trenkler had done it, had done this on his own.  I've always stuck to that story, and I always will stick to that story."

Thomas A. Shay has no evidence of Alfred Trenkler's role in the building and placement of the "Shay bomb" because there is none to be found.   
Thomas A. Shay also told Asst. U.S. Attorney Paul Kelly that his father, Thomas L. Shay, built the "Shay bomb" for the insurance money. 
PAGE 35
"... Also, I have a book coming out.... My lawyer has already hired a - a ghost writer.  There's going to be a book.  There's already going to be a book.  There are already two people on it, one guy from the Parkway Transcript, and another person writing a book but I already forgot."

No book by Thomas A. Shay has ever been written or published. 
PAGE 36
"... The inmates in here call me rat, but I'm not going to let Al Trenkler go out and make a deal with somebody for something and then say something about me that I didn't do.  Why - why shouldn't I go out and get the better deal?"

Alfred Trenkler did not make any deal with the U.S. Attorney's office and never offered to make such a plea bargain deal.  
PAGE 37
"... they want to close this case.   They want to just indict me and indict Trenkler and get it over with, but they want Trenkler, in a way more than they want me."

Judging by the disparity in the sentences given by Judge Zobel to Thomas A. Shay and Alfred Trenkler, Thomas A. Shay's assessment of the case seems correct. 
PAGE 39
"... my fingerprints aren't on that bomb, but there could be a half a fingerprint on that bomb that could be Al Trenkler's."

Alfred Trenkler had no involvement in the making of the bomb.  Zero involvement, and his fingerprints are not on any of the fragments. 
The ATF and Boston Police investigators did recover fingerprints from Thomas L. Shay's car as well, but Alfred Trenkler has been denied access to them.  
Karen Marinella's observations...

PAGE 25  [bolded italic text shown to jury.]

[Marinella: "I have to ask these questions, Tom.  I mean, I mean, I  - how many things have - have we talked about the past few months that perhaps haven't happened yet or perhaps the truth was stretched a little bit?  I mean, you've told me from day one you knew nothing about this from day one, and now this is a complete turnaround so I have to ask you why I should believe this now. I have to. Tell me."
PAGE 30-31
[Marinella: "Again, I'm just asking because so many things that you and I have talked about in the past few months, A, haven't happened, or, B, the truth - ... has been stretched."

Final observations by Alfred Trenkler, 10 December 2006.

Thomas A. Shay had been offered a minimum sentence if he got Alfred Trenkler, that is, if he gave an honest proffer to Paul Kelly implicating Trenkler.  After multiple proffer sessions, Paul Kelly and the ATF investigators found no evidence to corroborate Thomas A. Shay's claims. None of the people, cars, places that Shay described existed.  Obviously, if Shay's freedom was on the line would he be making up stories that could not be proved?  These same stories that Kelly and the ATF disproved were the same stories that he parroted at the Marinella interview. Thomas A. Shay admitted subsequent to a hypnosis session that he was only telling the ATF and Paul Kelly what he (Shay) thought they wanted to hear.  In fact, Thomas A. Shay knew nothing.  Prior to the ATF and Boston Police retrieval of Thomas A. Shay from San Francisco, where Frank Armstrong of the Boston Police told Thomas A. Shay that they thought Alfred Trenkler built the bomb, Shay had never mentioned Alfred Trenkler to anyone.   
