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In 1991, Alfred W. Trenkler was a well-educated, hardworking businessman in his mid-thirties, living in Quincy, Massachusetts.  His small high-tech business installed and repaired large satellite dishes for high volume digital microwave signal users, such as TV stations.

On 28 October 1991, a Boston Police officer, Jeremiah Hurley, Jr. was killed, and his partner, Francis X. Foley, was maimed, by a dynamite bomb which they were attempting to disarm at the home of Thomas L. Shay of Roslindale, Boston. (Their losses were terrible and intolerable, and those responsible must be apprehended and punished.)

In the subsequent investigation, Alfred Trenkler was targeted because he was an acquaintance of Shay's son, Thomas A. Shay, who was alleged, without any proof, to wish his father dead. 

Thomas A. Shay knew a lot of people, but the suspicion of Alfred arose because he had assembled a harmless noisemaking device in Quincy in 1986 for a friend, Donna Shea, the wife of a childhood friend, John Shea.  The core of that device was an "M-21 Hoffman Artillery Simulator" which Donna had acquired, ironically and indirectly, from Donna's ex-boss.  Alfred's role was to attach it to batteries and a remote control switch.  Intended as a prank to wake up that very same ex-boss of Donna Shea, the device ignited without harming either the ex-boss or his truck. Alfred's criminal case was "continued without a finding," for one year and dismissed.  The incident was not serious enough to warrant entry in 1986 into the national explosive device database of the U.S. Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco and Firearms (ATF).

After the 1991 explosion, the Boston Police and the ATF quickly learned of Alfred's acquaintance with Thomas A. Shay, but they entirely misunderstood it and, even worse, mischaracterized it to the media and the court.  Instead of being a primarily sexual relationship with Alfred allegedly needing Thomas A. Shay, it was a brief acquaintance which began in June 1991 with Thomas A. Shay needing transportation help from Alfred, and the acquaintance remained at that level.  They only met only five times after that, and every time by accident, and three of the remaining five times resulted in transportation assistance for Shay.  Thomas A. Shay called Alfred's voice mail pager service many times and left messages.  Alfred returned those calls only once, to request that Thomas A. Shay stop calling him because it interfered with his work.  Alfred last saw Thomas A. Shay once during the first two weeks of August 1991, three months before the deadly explosion.

Alfred Trenkler was indicted on December 16, 1992 and arrested and jailed in the Plymouth County House of Correction and the next day was joined by William David Lindholm who claimed to have lived at one time on the same street as  Alfred Trenkler in Milton, Mass., and that his father went to Milton Academy and Thayer Academy just as Alfred had done; but those claims were not true. It was true, however, that Lindholm had lived in Milton and had graduated from Milton High School. Lindholm was temporarily housed in a prison north of Boston, but was mysteriously sent to Plymouth and may have been intentionally placed with Alfred and 40 inmates in a 40 X 30 foot dormitory with 20 bunk beds for the explicit purpose of enabling Lindholm to seek to extract information from Alfred.  Instead, Lindholm simply parroted information that was published in the media and made up the rest.  Lindholm was also placed in the same Federal Courthouse holding cell as Thomas A. Shay, Alfred's alleged co-conspirator, prior to Lindholm's later placement with Alfred in Plymouth. 
In early 1993, while Alfred was awaiting trial, he was astounded to hear that the U.S. Attorney's office had an informant who claimed that Alfred had confessed to him.  That informant turned out to be William David Lindholm.

At Alfred's October/November 1993 trial, Lindholm presented that claim that Alfred had confessed to him and also stated that he had no agreement with the U.S. Attorney for any reduction of his 97 month prison sentence, should his testimony prove useful; and, importantly, that he would not seek such a deal.  In his summary to the jury, the prosecutor summarized and repeated the pledge that Lindholm had no expectation of a reduced sentence and that he would not ask for one.   

Five months later, and three weeks after the sentencing of Alfred Trenkler to life in prison, Lindholm's attorney asked for a reduced sentence.  Then, the U.S. Attorney forwarded that request to the judge and specifically asked for a 24 month reduction. The judge more than doubled that request with an order to reduce the sentence by 55 months.

Taking the advice of his attorney, Alfred chose not to testify at his trial, and his attorney chose not to demand the testimony of Alfred's alleged co-conspirator, Thomas A. Shay.  Even though he had been convicted of his role in the bombing, Shay's appearance as a witness would have given the jury a chance to see the young man with whom Alfred Trenkler was alleged to have conspired.  
Earlier in the Summer of 1993, Shay had been convicted of his role and was sentenced to 15 years, 8 months in prison. (Because of a flaw in Shay's trial, the original verdict was overturned, and his sentence was later reduced, by a plea agreement in lieu of a second trial, and threat of a life sentence if found guilty at retrial, to 12 years. He was released from prison to probation in 2002, but was reincarcerated for probation violations.  He is now in Federal Prison in Tennessee and is slated for release in December 2009.)
Alfred was found guilty in November, 1993, and sentenced on 8 March 1994 to two concurrent life terms in Federal prison.  He appealed his conviction and he almost won a new trial when the First Circuit Court of Appeals Chief  Judge, Juan Torruella  urged his colleagues to reverse the guilty verdict.  He was outvoted, 2-1, and Alfred lost his bid. Subsequently, he has lost several more appeals and is now imprisoned at Devens Federal Medical Center in Massachusetts.  

With such legal avenues closing down, Alfred chose in March 2006 to bring his case to the people of the U.S. and authorized the creation of a website.  He also authorized the initiation of a "Campaign for Alfred" through which he and his supporters hope to convince the U.S. Department of Justice, and the Boston Police Department, that his prosecution was a tragic mistake; and for that Dept. to request the vacating of the judgment against him.
In April 2007, he was brought back to Judge Zobel's courtroom for resentencing because his original sentence was incorrectly made without the required recommendation from the jury. Alfred had brought this problem to Judge Zobel's attention in a December 2005 letter. After vacating the two-life term sentence, Judge Zobel sentenced Alfred Trenkler to 37 years in prison, dating from 8 March 1994.  Later, however, the Appeals Court overruled Judge Zobel and ordered that the two life sentences be reimposed. 
In September 2007, 100 copies of a manuscript for a book about the case, Perfectly Innocent, were printed and circulated to prosecutors, investigators and others interested in the case. The 727-page book is available at the website, www.alfredtrenklerinnocent.org.  Five of Alfred Trenkler's jurors have read the book and all five have written to the trial judge to disavow their 1993 verdict and to seek a new trial for Alfred Trenkler. 

Through further legal challenges to the wrongful conviction and through the "Campaign for Alfred," it is hoped that Alfred Trenkler will be freed. When Alfred is freed, the authorities can then resume their search for the real builder of that 1991 "Roslindale bomb".
